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When Pastor Steve invited me to share my vi-
sion for ministry, I was quite honored and excited. It
has been almost four months since the Lord called us
from serving as your missionaries for 25 years, minis-
tering in Taiwan, China and Indonesia, to now serving
as the Lead Pastor of Cross Bridge. Over these last
four months, Evie, Allison and I have been touched
by the graciousness of the brothers and sisters of CM
and Cross Bridge. I want to thank you on behalf of
our family for opening your homes as we hunted for
a place to stay, sharing your cars with us to use and
helping us get moved into our townhouse in Waltham.
Whatever we needed, both congregations were more
than willing to provide and for this Evie and I want to
thank you and thank God for each of you.

Making the transition from living in Taiwan and
traveling regularly to China to now leading the Cross
Bridge congregation has given me opportunity to re-
flect and reaffirm the principles that have shaped my
life and my ministry. These principles guide me no
matter where [ am at and help give direction to which-
ever ministry the Lord has called me to serve. I share
them with you in hopes that you will pray for me as I
seek to live them out, and embrace them as the passion
of your life and ministry as well.

1. I believe that every Christian should be empow-
ered by the grace of the resurrected Christ. Paul says
in Ephesians 2 that all of us who have received Christ
have been made alive together with Jesus. He does
not say that we will be made alive by Christ after we
die, although this is certainly true. He says that all
believers right now have been made alive together
with Christ. In Romans 6:1-11, Paul declares that ev-
ery Christian is dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. This means that sin no longer masters
us and it means that we live in newness of Christ’s res-
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Let’s Build the
Cross Bridge
Together

Rev. Timothy Conkling

urrection life. This blessing of living above the power
of sin and out of the strength of the power of our resur-
rected Lord comes to us because of God’s grace and
through faith and trusting Christ. When I am living out
of this power, temptation does not discourage me, nei-
ther do the sins of others demoralize me. I know that
anybody can look to Jesus and believe that they can be
radically transformed and empowered to do things that
are impossible to do in our own strength. Saying no
to sin. Escaping the grip of private addictions. Lov-
ing people who hate you and actively oppose you. All
these things are possible because we have been made
new in Christ. When our ministries are empowered by
this gracious Savior and His resurrection power, then
we do not look to what we have done in the past to
see what things might be done in the future. We look
to a God who can make a dead person live. We trust
a power we cannot see with our eyes but we can feel
with our hearts. And this trust in our risen Lord leads
us to take new risks of faith to bring Christ’s love to
people and places we have never gone before.

2. I believe that Leaders should lead in brokenness,
humility, transparency, and example -- and in that or-
der. Paul says this when he tells us to share the mind
of Christ in Philippians 2, “He humbled Himself to be-
come obedient to death on a cross. “ And Paul says it
multiple times in 1 Corinthians when he says, “Imitate
me as I imitate Christ.” Too often leaders try to lead
by their examples rather than first by humility. When
that happens, rather than teach others how we are daily
living out of God’s grace, forgiveness and power, we
teach others to try to be good like us. Christianity is
not about being a good person in our own strength. It

is about receiving God’s grace, daily repenting of our
sins when they crop up in our lives, and teaching others
to be honest and transparent so that they can receive
the grace of forgiveness and the grace of power, and
not fall into sin. Both are included in the blessing of
God’s grace. This is why Jesus teaches us to pray daily
in the Lord’s prayer, “Forgive us our sins as we forgive
others who sin against us.” It is so easy as a leader to
want to hide my sins from the judgmental gaze of man
rather than deal with them before the face of an all-
knowing and gracious God. As a leader I need to share
with others my struggles and my temptations. I also
need to confess my sins when I blow it and ask others
to pray for me. And [ have to encourage others by shar-
ing how Christ’s grace helps me to have victories and
obey, though not perfectly, but in a way that shows that
I am being transformed daily by the grace of Christ.

3. I believe that the role of a pastor is to equip the
saints for the work of ministry. This is Paul’s explana-
tion of the role of the pastor-teacher in Ephesians 4.
With a congregation as talented and gifted for ministry
as our Cross Bridge congregation is, fulfilling this role
is made much easier. Our Core Leaders, Small Group
Leaders, Musicians and Worship leaders, Sunday
School teachers and small group and fellowship lead-
ers in every ministry are willingly and actively serving
the Lord and using their gifts. My role is to help each
member of the congregation discover which gifts God
has given to serve the body of Christ, and then to train
and equip every member to use those gifts. Rather than
be the one who does everything, I should be the one
who helps enable the ministries of others. My success
in ministry is not determined by how well people think
I do. Instead, it is judged by how well others do and
whether they were properly trained to use their gifts.
Leadership is about empowering others. And it is about
how God is leading us together as a body, rather than
where I personally want to take the church in its mis-
sion and ministry.

These are the principles that are my vision for min-
istry. [ appreciate your giving me the opportunity to
share them and I appreciate even more your prayers for
me that I might live up to them.
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Maturing
through the
New York STM Trip

David Lee

In the summer of 2016, I was given the opportu-
nity to participate in a Short-Term Mission trip to New
York. I, along with 10 other youth and two adult leaders
from CBCGB, hosted a Vacation Bible School at the
New York Chinese Alliance Church (NYCAC) located
in the Chinatown area. I decided to participate because |
wanted to spread God's Word. I had participated in two
mission trips before: one to Lynn, MA, and the other to
Xiamen, China. I wanted to take this opportunity as a
way to strengthen my relationship with God and with
my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.

We started having meetings in the spring to begin
our mission preparation. During each meeting, we took
time to determine how we would run the VBS and the
scheduling of activities. For the body worship, we chose
"In The Secret" by Chris Tomlin as the song to perform
to. During some weekends, we also had a few lock-ins,
to have more practice on the body worship and VBS
skits with each other. The theme of our VBS skits that
year was "Cave Quest".

We departed CBCGB on August 12 and took a bus
from South Station to Chinatown of New York City.
Upon arrival, we were greeted by the youth minister at
NYCAC, Cristobal Tong, who brought us to the church,
so that we could settle into our living quarters.

Each morning we would have quiet time, followed
by a group bible study with breakfast. On the weekend
before VBS, we had to transform the room into a "cave"
to fit the VBS theme. We also attended the Sunday ser-
vice at NYCAC and Brooklyn Community Christian
Church (BCCC), which was the host church of the NYC

STM 2015. During the week of the VBS, after the quiet
time and bible study, we would prepare for each age
group of kids. It usually started with singing VBS songs
and then the daily skit, followed by a testimony from
one of the team members. Then we would split into
groups and have a bible story and discussion.

Throughout the entire trip there were many moments
of joy, but also moments that weren't so great. About a
week before we left, we still didn't have all of our skit
lines memorized. And it was discouraging to try to run
through a mock day of VBS when nothing was coming
together. People seemed to be getting distracted very
easily and weren't always focused on the tasks at hand.
The body worship was also coming along very slowly.
Practicing every move to be in time with each other was
physically and mentally exhausting. It was a struggle for
some team members to correctly execute certain moves
and it felt very discouraging not being able to produce
a final product. At times there were even thoughts of
completely cutting out the body worship because of
its complexity. However, with the reassurance of each
other and Jen, the team worked hard to bring it together
well. After meeting over several months to practice, we
could do the body worship almost perfectly! Once we
accomplished it, everyone's spirits were high.

Before we left, we also practiced sharing our tes-
timonies. It was very moving to hear how God has
worked in the lives of our brothers and sisters. There
were some times that we felt disheartening, but know-
ing that one was able to turn away from temptations and
look to Jesus for forgiveness of sins is amazing. I feel
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astonished by the power of God who opens the hearts
of my brothers and sisters to speak so strongly for their
love of Jesus Christ. Hearing the testimonies of every-
one gave me a firm sense that God was on our side and
that we can come together to spread the gospel at the
VBS.

Each day of the STM had its own praises and strug-
gles as well. It was good to begin the day by reading
God's words and discussing with the team. Reading
through Philippians with Jen helped us understand how
we can better serve God in the name of Christ. It was
somewhat difficult to properly manage the timing of the
VBS. Sometimes certain activities with a certain age
group would be for a really long time or be quicker than
we anticipated. These seemingly minor details would
often lead us to change the schedule or move things
around. In addition, the kids participating were a hand-
ful at times. It was hard to have the younger kids always
be paying attention and doing what they were supposed
to be doing. Some of the older ones had an attitude of
not caring and they wouldn't participate. There were
also those that got into arguments with each other over
little things. We would feel drained from seeing these
kids everyday for five days straight when we would
have to keep on speaking to them for acting up.

Despite this, there were times at which [ was really
amazed. In the bible story discussion many kids had
very deep, insightful questions about God and what it
meant to be a Christian. Hearing their questions would
remind me of why we came to the church in the first
place, to spread the gospel. So even though we

felt tired from running around trying to keep the kids
focused, we knew we were doing this to further spread
the kingdom of God. While we may not see the fruits
that He develops, we may have planted seeds so that
they may grow later on.

Another struggle each day was getting enough sleep.
Some nights we had long discussions on things that
went on that day or to just receive some reassurance
for what we were doing. Occasionally they would run
late and we wouldn’t get as much sleep. The lack of
adequate sleep may also have contributed to the light
sickness of some team members. Thankfully through
prayers and God we managed to get through each day
and those who were sick recovered well. Being with
the team all the time was also difficult. There was one
night where we really struggled. There was some dis-
agreement among some people and it really tested us
as a team and as Christians. It was very discouraging to
see my brothers and sisters lash out at each other when
things were going so well. I spent a lot of time praying
that night for God to help us through our struggles. It
took a long time, but later the team reconciled.

Looking back, I am really glad [ had the opportunity
to serve God in New York. I learned a lot about my-
self and grew strong bonds with the individuals on the
team. [ feel it also strengthened my relationship with
God. One thing that I felt really glad about was that my
mother, Xie Lin, was one of the adult leaders. She had
volunteered to come along the trip for she had served
with my brother, James, at Hopi in 2014. I felt encour-
aged and supported daily by her strong faith to do all
that I was doing for Christ. This summer, I will have
the opportunity to serve in Hopi land with several of the
members from this NYC STM and my mother as well.

Edited by Jingning Wu
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SH6H ZTERERESHERS
May 6 Hope Fellowship volunteered on
the farm

HeEH
£ 58

KRB

8P 13 BB AR EvieR T siE

August 13 Installation of Cross Bridge Lead Pastor Tim

TRETERERMBE, TR FIEESS.

July Love the Lord Fellowship summer outing, brothers and sis-
ters sang gospel songs.

Conkling and his wife Evie

8B 3 REMEHE R EEERE.
(EFBBRIRHERNRE? )
August 13 New Cross Bridge Lead Pastor, Tim

N\BHEEZEXME, HkFIRISEHE.

August Lexington Fellowship summer outing, one of the
activities: sisters’ dancing.

Conkling gave his first sermon at Chinese Congre-
gation “What was God’s grace to you?”
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CRLTING
August 27 CB- il

ers and sisters
were baptized.

CGB 134thBap- | | t p 4L
tism ceremony, a -
total of 11 broth- \ — “

IB3RERERFRER, 5. 2. BEERME (BNER) . IB10REEETHERT 8
September 3 Summer Gospel song offering by Faith, Hope and Love September 10 Chinese Adult Sunday School
Fellowships: “The Fellowship of Love”. Co-workers meeting

9B29BMEFESER A

(EEEEHEEHS) T8 401KHAE

September 29-October 1 Fall Evange-

pitie Conference Speaker Dr. Y.C. Bor IR1TAMLBEHTER, MYMERE (SANEE) |

Theme: "For One King September 17 Summer Gospel song offering by Hosanaa Fellow-
ship: “The Greatest Is Love”.
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11B1H R ES00EF
TS, R
THYEEESHR,
November 1 Protestant
Reformation 500th Anniver-
sary, Speaker Rev Stephen
Tong"s topic: Protestant
Reformation and the Mod-
ern World.

10 15X S48BFFE, &
FEUEBELE
(EEBHERERHE) .
October 15 CBCGB 48th
Anniversary, Pastor Caleb
Huang’s theme: The Lord
is Building up His Glorious
Church.

10B15AXE48BFFE, RuBRRREEREREMNSE,
October15 CBCGB 48th Anniversary Meeting.Brothers and
sisters casting the ballots to elect Elders and Deacons.

11810 - 12 REESH SRRFE,
11/10- 11/12 Mission-Social Concerns (MSC)
Annual Conference.

1R 1 B4 5008 5T
& EERIEIFEREROS
ERIIAZIRE,

November 1 Protestant Ref-
ormation 500th Anniversary,
Rev. Stephen Tong's alter call
to those who dedicated to
serving the Lord.
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11810 - 12HEEZE
FE, RUSEREER
1TEE.

November 10-12 MSC
Conference, brothers and
sisters prayed for the mis-
sionaries.

11B10 - 12BEEHRFE, SRR (Kenneth
Bae) ME/E: K&,

November 10 - 12 MSC Conference, missionary speaker
Kenneth Bae's topic: Not Forgotten.

11810 - 12B£HE
HES, BiRe

2
BFRE. T1R10 - 12HEEHF
November 10-12 FexEE)

MSC Conference, =R
dinner was dump- November 10-12 MSC
lings feast. Conference fundraising

bazaar

11810 - RHEBHEFS, RRBEFEERT,
November 10-12 MSC Conference, brothers and sisters
helped with dumplings making.

1MB198 ZEERE (Rlz. BRZFFN)

November 19 Child dedication ceremony (Felix Sun,

56 ='rA THEPULSE- RN 3M=5EE son of Yi Sun & Yan Sun)
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Chinese Bible Church of Greater Boston
149 Spring Street

Lexington, MA 02421, U.S.A
www.cbcgb.org



