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(continued from page 52)

church bond, etc. All other church
ministries likewise face challenges in
coping with the disruptions that the ongo-
ing construction brings. We need all the
brothers and sisters to be united and to
pray with one heart for the smooth prog-
ress of the building expansion project,
fundraising efforts and church finances.

Finally, I would like to thank all the
members of CBET for their dedication
and teamwork. In addition, a special
thanks goes to Elder Mingche Li who
put much effort in contractor search and
construction management for the proj-
ect. We would also like to thank brother
Yu Qi who helped with design drawing,
brother Jingning Wu who helped with re-
viewing structure design, brother Shan-
chuan Zhao and sister Huijuan Zhao who
helped with compiling CBET newslet-
ters.

Editor: Lance Pan
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Expan(ling His King’(lom
Among the Next Generation

Steven Bowman

Bowman Family Joins CBCGB as
Ministers of God'’s Children. A per-
sonal disclosure from our heart to

our new friends and family here at CB-
CGB!

In case you haven't heard, CBCGB
has called and installed Minister Steven
Bowman as the Children’s Minister as of
October Ist, 2014. We are happy to be
here, my wife Angie and me as well as
our daughter Abigail. We look forward
to getting to know the CBCGB family and
developing our ministry. The purpose of
this article is to share with you about us
and also our heart for Gods children
here in Lexington, Greater Boston and
until the ends of the earth.

This is Steven. I was born in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts into a dysfunc-
tional family. My father was an abusive
alcoholic. I spent most of my childhood
out of the home with friends, making
poor choices and while home, scared and
confused. My teenage years were spent
completely in the world: inappropriate
relationships with the opposite sex and
abusing drugs and alcohol. By God’s
grace my mother became a Christian at
this time and I know she began praying
earnestly for me. In my late 20’s, I began
to look for God due to the pain associ-
ated with breaking up with girlfriends.
I began to attend Grace Chapel at this
time and eventually heard and received
the Gospel accepting Jesus Christ as my
Lord and Savior on July 31, 1991.

As you could imagine, 29 years of liv-
ing in sin was not easy to overcome until
the morning of May 4,, 1996 changed
everything. After a night of partying, [
drove home drunk, from Tewksbury to

Cambridge. I was so drunk that I didn’t
remember driving home. It turned out
that I blacked out on the highway and
completely smashed up my car. The next
morning upon this discovery, I had an
amazing encounter with God. God made
2 things perfectly clear to me: first that I
was never to use drugs and alcohol ever
again (which I haven’t nor will I) and
secondly that God wanted His Light to
shine through me. Within 2 weeks of this
encounter God brought my wife Angie
into my life. We met teaching pre-school
children during Sunday school at Grace
Chapel. We were married on February
22 the following year, in Angie’s home
country of Costa Rica in the capitol city,
San Jose. In 2001, God called me to
Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary.
I graduated with a degree in Christian
Education in 2003. My best friend from
seminary, Chris Chan introduced me to
CBCGL. In November, 2005, I became
the Children’s Minister. In June of this
year God called us to the CBCGB family.

Who would have thought God would
use a troubled and far-from-God man
such as myself and eventually call him as
His minister? And yet that is what God
did, often times God uses painful experi-
ences for His good as He did with Jacob
(Genesis 32:22-30). In fact, Jacob lived
with a limp after that encounter, and his
descendants refused to eat the meat in an
animal’s hip socket in memory of Jacob’s
encounter and transformation (Genesis
32:31-32). In short, God will do what-
ever it takes to conform us to the image
of His Son — even allow us to experience
pain and live with reminders of our “edu-
cational encounter” with Him. The list of
those whom God saved out of carnality
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and rebellion into a life of spiritual ma-
turity is long. But that’s the whole point,
isn’t it? God’s goal is to transform us
into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29)
—and He’ll use all means necessary (Ro-
mans 8:28). I thank God He did with me
as we hope to with the next generation
here at CBCGB.

This is Angie, my full name is Ma-
ria De Los Angeles Brenes Delgado De
Bowman...you can call me Angie. [ was
born in Turialba, Costa Rica, into a very
traditionally Catholic family. At the age
of 14, I became a Christian. My mother
and oldest brother were very upset and
eventually my mother asked me to move
out. A Christian family from the lo-
cal church took me in and my Christian
mother, Iris, discipled me. As a young
adult, I accepted the call to become a
missionary and after 3 years of Bible
College I went to Mexico City with Latin
American Missions. Five years later I
went on a 1 %> month short term missions
trip to Taiwan, Hong Kong, and mainland
China. Upon my return, God affirmed a
heart for and call to work amongst the
Chinese. [ went to the USA to learn Eng-
lish with the intent to go back to China as
a single missionary. I was living in Sa-
lem, MA, working at Emmanuel Gospel
Center Bookstore near Chinatown and
worshiping at Grace Chapel in Lexing-
ton...when God brought Steven and me
together. Today we are excited to serve
the Lord together here at CBCGB.

This is Abigail, I was born in February
0f 2000. I grew up in church. I accepted
Jesus Christ as my Lord at the age of 3
% in the bath tub. My mom explained
the Gospel to me and I believed. 1 was
baptized in March of 2012. When I was
asked to prepare my testimony, I said, “I
don’t have one...I have always been a
Christian.” Mom and Dad have always
took me with them, to the local church or
to the ends of the earth...in July of 20121
went on my 7th short term mission’s trip
on my Sth continent, only Australia and
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The Church Building Expansion
Team (CBET) core members KT Huang,
Tom Wang, Chiway Hsiung, Shinjong
Chen and KC Chu continued to work
hard on the Church Building Expansion
(CBE) project since our 2013 annual
report. However, the project was not all
smooth-sailing in the last twelve months.
There were many obstacles and chal-
lenges along the way, chief among which
was the construction cost. After a few
months of contractor search, we received
three formal bids. All three far exceeded
our budget of $1.1 million for the 151
building renovation. One bid came in at
around $1.65 million and the other two
were over $1.8 million. After meeting
with these contractors, the CBE design
team made the difficult decision to tear
down the building and completely rede-
sign the layout to bring the cost down.
After a few months of hard work on re-
design, we were able to find a reliable
contractor who was willing to take up the
project for $1.06 million based on the new

Antarctica left to go. 1did gymnastics for
7 years and the last 2 I have been having
fun on the dance team. It has been nice
making new friends in the youth group.

Now that you know our testimonies,
let us explain to you our calling and
hearts for God’s children and the Chi-
nese. We desire that, every child who
walks through the doors of CBCGB
come to know, love, and make a deci-
sion to follow and serve Jesus Christ at
the youngest age possible. It is our hope
and desire to facilitate an environment in
which church leadership, children’s min-
istry coworkers and parents work togeth-
er to point children to Jesus and disciple
them to live for Him. God has a wonder-
ful plan for every one of us and we de-
sire to see children enjoying His plan for
them as early in their lives as possible...
hopefully avoiding some of the painful
“educational encounters” Minister Bow-
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Update on

151 Church Building

Expansion Project
Elder KC Chu

design. The new design required a de-
molition permit and new building permit.
After a few more months’ of reviewing
and negotiating with the town officials,
a demolition permit and a new building
permit were finally granted. Praise The
Lord, the 151 old building was demol-
ished and the new construction started
after the church-wide “groundbreaking”
prayer ceremony on September 7, 2014.

The fundraising activity for the CBE
project continued in a somewhat slow-
er pace in 2014. So far, in the past 11
months, the church received $323,016 in
offering for the CBE project. Including
the $400,000 offering received last year,
the total amount at the end of August
2014 was $723,016. The goal is to reach
$1 million by the end of 2014. We pray

man and Jacob needed to experience.

God has instilled in us a heart for the
Chinese. Angie’s call to minister to the
Chinese came first, and then God called
Steven, and now together the Bowman
family love and serve the Chinese for the
Lord. In the summer of 2012, Abigail,
Angie and I joined a short-term mission
team to Shandong, China. We spent 2
weeks preaching and sharing the Gospel
with students from elementary to college.
Our time in China helped us in so many
ways from better understanding and em-
pathizing to stretching and challenging us
to be even more reliant on Jesus Christ.
We continue to learn from the Chinese
culture and consider ourselves as being
part Chinese. We are also Chinese food
snobs, we very much enjoy homemade
“real” Chinese food.

We also hope to get to know our new
family on a personal level, especially to
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that God will continue to move brothers
and sisters to make an effort and contrib-
ute to the CBE project fund.

In the past 12 months, the CBE design
team held a church-wide town hall style
meeting with brothers and sisters to pres-
ent a few alternative design options for
Phase IT and Phase III. The English con-
gregation also held a separate town hall
style meeting. CBET members, with the
help from Chinese and English co-work-
ers, performed a church-wide facility us-
age survey. The purpose is to have open
communication with brothers and sisters
and to collect facility usage data from
ministry co-workers. This will help the
design team better understand the needs
of the ministries so that the design can be
adjusted accordingly.

There are more challenges ahead for
CBET, such as 151 rebuild construction,
Phase I part 2, Phase II and Phase III de-
sign, Phase I part 2, Phase II and Phase
III building permits application, issuing

(continuesd on page 41)

pray for each other. Prayer is a big com-
ponent of our ministry. We also encour-
age family ministry, families serving the
Lord together. We also encourage par-
ticipation in short-term mission. We also
encourage families to serve together on
the mission field. We also encourage
families to practice faith at home by hav-
ing family devotional times, etc.

May God bless His church — we cer-
tainly hope to be a blessing. Hopefully
we can get together soon. We are con-
vinced God has called us here to CBCGB
to partner with Him and you all in extend-
ing His Kingdom to the next generation!

God bless you.

Editor: Jingning Wu
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