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A Farewell Discourse

Rev.

As I prepared to leave ministry at CBCGB, I thought
back to the biblical genre of “farewell discourse."
Among the biblical heroes who delivered a lengthy
speech in the face of impending death were Jacob (Gen-
esis 49), Joseph (Genesis 50), Moses (Deuteronomy
31-33), Joshua (Joshua 23-24), Samuel (1 Samuel 12),
David (1 Chronicles 29), and Jesus (John 14-17). A
farewell discourse provided a last opportunity to antici-
pate the blessings and challenges which would befall
the next generation, and to offer advice and guidance.
While [ am retiring rather than dying (so far as [ know),
I leave behind some reflections on Paul’s farewell.

Acts 20 records Paul’s farewell address to the lead-
ers of the church in Ephesus. He is traveling by sea to
Jerusalem, hopscotching through the ports of ancient
Asia Minor (modern Turkey). Wanting to connect with
the church in Ephesus without taking the time to travel
overland, he summons the elders to visit him in port.
Expecting that he would never again visit this church
that he founded, he bid them farewell. His last address
has two themes, both striking.

Most conspicuous is his lengthy self-defense. A
farewell speech typically focuses on the future fac-
ing those who remain; Paul instead defends his own
reputation and burnishes his legacy. He affirms his
dedication, humility, and passion, even in the face of
persecution (20:18-19). He courageously preached the
full breadth of the gospel, not just the parts that audi-
ences liked to hear (20:20). He preached in church,
and also taught house-to-house (20:20). Rising above
the racism and ethnocentrism of his day, he offered the
gospel to both Jew and Gentile, urging all to repent
and believe in Jesus (20:21). Nor will he stop now,
even though persecution, prison, and martyrdom await
(20:22-24). Just as he is about to transition to the typi-
cal subject-matter of a farewell discourse, he reverts
to more self-defense: he is innocent of their blood,
because he has preached the gospel in full, not only

Chuck Lowe

promising salvation, but also warning of judgment
(20:26-27). His farewell is extraordinary, not simply
for including self-defense, but also in giving so much
attention to it.

When Paul finally turns to the typical focus of a
farewell discourse, the future of the church, his mes-
sage is sobering. The elders are to devote themselves
to its protection: they are shepherds, defending the
church from ravenous wolves. More sinister still,
while some of those false teachers will invade the
church from outside, others will arise from their own
midst, even from among the elders themselves. “Keep
watch!” Paul urges. “Be on your guard!” Though lest
he undermine confidence in God, he couples the warn-
ing with a word of reassurance: the gospel he preaches
can nurture and preserve them for eternity (20:28-32).

While a typical farewell discourse would end here,
Paul once more defends himself. Though financial
support is his prerogative as their teacher, and com-
mon practice in the first century, he instead worked
with his own hands to provide for his own needs, and
those of his ministry team (20:33-35). Finally, with
hugs and tears, he takes his leave (20:36-38).

Later in the New Testament, we see the fulfillment
of Paul’s prediction. In 1 Timothy, he has left his as-
sistant in Ephesus to correct false theology and disrup-
tive practices that have infiltrated the church (Chapters
1-2, 4-5). He also sets out the necessary character and
ministry qualifications for elders and deacons who can
oversee and protect the church after Timothy’s depar-
ture (chapter 3).

While Paul’s farewell discourse is distinctive to the
situation in Ephesus, both God and Luke include it in
Acts in order to be instructive to later generations of
Christians in other places. So what lessons can we le-
gitimately extrapolate for today? At least three.
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From the
apostle’s unusu-
al and lengthy
self-defense,
pastors can
anticipate  the
need to devote
themselves  to
the ministry, in
order to demonstrate competence, integrity, and com-
mitment. Given Paul’s role in the conversion of the
Ephesians, his integrity in preaching, his persistence in
the face of persecution, and his sacrificial self-support,
it is astounding that he feels the need to defend him-
self at such length. Yet he is not paranoid, irrationally
imagining opposition. His theology was innovative,
welcoming gentiles as full-and-equal members of the
church, without requiring them to obey Old Testament
regulations governing circumcision and food. Innova-
tion bred controversy, which, in turn, led to ad homi-
nem attacks against him and his ministry. More is at
risk than his reputation: to discredit the preacher is to
discredit his gospel. Consequently, nearly all of Paul’s
letters include self-defense, even if not to the propor-
tion of this particular speech.

Scripture does not permit comparable theological
innovation today, nor does God call most pastors to a
comparable level of persecution or financial sacrifice.
Nonetheless, criticism of pastors remains common.
The grounds vary widely, and some criticism may be
fair, but much is unfair. So pastors do well to learn from
Paul, and work as hard, and as visibly, with less remu-
neration, than professionals in other fields. This honors
God. At the same time, it forestalls some criticism, and
provides grounds for refuting illegitimate complaints
as they arise. On the flip side, churches that are critical
of their pastors do well to second-guess themselves.
Their objections may be legitimate. Or perhaps they
are like the Christians in Ephesus and elsewhere, and
would not even be satisfied with the apostle Paul!

Digging a little deeper, two details deserve notice,
because they feature prominently in Paul’s defense,
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and because they are under threat in our context. For
one, he combined preaching to congregations, with
visiting members in their homes. This ministry model
is becoming increasingly difficult as neighborhood
churches give way to megachurches, just as corner
stores gave way to supermarkets and shopping malls.
Cultural trends are easier to surf than to oppose. Yet
even if it may no longer be feasible for preaching pas-
tors to visit most members of their congregations,
Paul’s model is a reminder to leaders and to members
alike, that attendance at corporate worship and lis-
tening to sermons is not sufficient. Public preaching
should be coupled with private instruction and pastoral
nurture, through one means or another.

The other detail pertains to the content of that teach-
ing. Paul twice references the breadth of his teaching:
“anything that would be helpful to you” (20:20); “the
whole counsel of God” (20:27). In particular, this
includes not just the soft bits, but also the hard: the
necessity of repentance and faith (20:21), and warn-
ings about sin and judgment (20:26). Only by includ-
ing warning as an element of his preaching was the
apostle able to absolve himself of guilt for the eventual
condemnation of those who reject the gospel (20:26
cf. Ezekiel 3:16-21; 33:1-9). Today, the pressure to
attract crowds typically requires compromising the
biblical message. Superstar pastors offer motivational
talks heavy on affirmation and unconditional accep-
tance, and light on sin and judgment. Do we suppose
that God is now softening the obligation he lay on the
prophet Ezekiel and the apostle Paul? Or might squea-
mish pastors today be guilty of the blood of those who
embrace the strained pablum that is the contemporary
gospel? Sin and judgment should never be our primary
message. But if we hardly preach them at all, it is not
just our audience’s salvation that is at risk.

Paul’s willingness to speak the hard word is evident
in his warning to the elders, and leads to the third ap-
plication. Out of affection, these elders have traveled
overland to visit him. Their affection for him is evi-
dent from the last lines of the narrative: as they pray
together, they weep, hug, and kiss, in dismay that they



may never see him again (20:37-38). Despite the depth
of shared feelings, despite the outpouring of emotion,
Paul necessarily warns of the wolves that will attack
the flock of God, not only from outside the church, but
even from inside. Perhaps even from the board of el-
ders itself (20:28-31). From this we learn to speak the
hard words, when necessary, even to our friends and
fellow-leaders. Beyond that, the admonition warns us
to take seriously the spiritual qualifications for church
leadership. It drives us to implement the requirements
that Paul sets out in 1 Timothy 3. If the ancients faced
these risks, necessitating these cautions, so shall our
churches today.

Postscript: This is an odd message for my final
contribution to Pulse, and an odd final note on which
to end my ministry at CBCGB. Then again, it was an
odd final message for Paul to leave with the elders of
Ephesus. Given the sometimes indirectness of Chinese
culture, readers may infer that I am taking aim at some
issue in the life of our church. So I categorically deny

that anything behind-the-scenes prompts this article,
or that any discontent lies beneath its surface. When
Pastor Steve invited — even insisted! — that I write a
final contribution to mark my departure from CBCGB,
I thought naturally of Paul’s final words surrounding
his departure from the church in Ephesus. At the time
I settled on this text, I was unaware of the thrust of his
remarks. So [ have explained the passage as written,
without assuming that its occasion specifically reflects
our situation. At least in one respect, their circum-
stance certainly does not reflect ours: unlike Paul, we
hope that we will see the church occasionally in the
years to come. Not so often as to wear out our wel-
come, or to interfere with the new English-ministry
pastor. But frequently enough that whenever we come,
you do not comment on how much we have aged since
you saw us last. In the meantime, may God’s bless-
ing be on CBCGB, especially on its preaching, and its
leadership.

Editor: Jingning Wu
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Q: Did you want to be a pastor when you were
young, or, how did you decide to enter ministry?

A: The first time I ever heard the gospel was from
some friends during my senior year of high school. To
hear that God loved me such that He sent his Son to die
for me was compelling. Given that Jesus was willing
to die for me, I determined to live for him. That did not
necessarily entail going into vocational ministry, how-
ever.

During high school, my career goal was to work
with the State Department in the former Soviet Union.
To get a taste of the country, I joined a tour group during
my senior year. In Leningrad (now, Saint Petersburg),
we met with members of the Communist Youth League
(Komsomol) who wanted to practice English. After two
days of conversation, my contact told me that I talked so
much about Jesus that I should be a minister rather than
a diplomat. That was the first hint of my future direc-
tion, but I did not realize it at the time.

Before long, I switched from studying internation-
al affairs at a secular university to a Christian college
where I could learn more about Jesus and study the Bi-
ble. At the time, my vocational goal was to use my Rus-
sian language skills to smuggle Bibles. But missionary
organizations were understandably reluctant to appoint
a twenty-one-year-old to such work.

As a backup plan, I considered graduate school, ei-
ther in Bible or in psychology. In those days, seminary
tuition was around $1,000/year, and psychology, around
$10,000/year. So finances strongly influenced that deci-
sion.

From my earliest days as a Christian, Bible study
was a key passion for me. In seminary, the opportuni-
ty arose for me to do doctoral studies under a leading
evangelical New Testament scholar (Leon Morris). So [
moved to Melbourne, Australia for that.

There I met Irene, who had also come to study the-
ology. She had already worked seven years as a high-
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Sixteen Years We Together

Interview with Rev. Chuck Lowe

school teacher, and three years as a national organizer
for a Christian girl’s organization (Girls’ Brigade, Ma-
laysia). Eventually, she agreed to marry me, provided
I would serve in Asia. So in 1984, I began teaching in
the newly opened graduate program at Singapore Bible
College.

So my path into vocational ministry was step-by-
step, rather than pre-planned. Many people erroneously
use the concept of “calling’ to avoid serving in vocation-
al ministry. In Scripture, the direct divine call into min-
istry is the exception (think Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Paul, etc.), rather than the norm (priests, for instance).
In hindsight, a ministry of Bible teaching and preaching
makes perfect sense, given my passions and gifts. But
my vocational direction developed organically, rather
than by my design.

Q: As I recall, at that time you were in Singapore
teaching seminary. How did you end up moving back to
the States and to this church?

A: Three factors caused us to come back to the
U.S. First, we were under-supported missionaries. Our
agency, OMF, was switching to a new financial system
requiring all missionaries to be fully supported. So we
were going to have to resign.

Secondly, our sons, Ben and Nate, were in secondary
school.The Singapore system was rigorous, and due to
missionary home-assignment, we had to spend one year
in every five living in the U.S. The school systems were
not compatible, and it was not feasible to keep moving
back and forth.

Thirdly, it was not essential for me to remain at Sin-
gapore Bible College. When I first went to anchor the
graduate program, I was the only staff on campus with
aresearch doctorate. After sixteen years, we had four in
the New Testament department alone. So while I was
still useful, I was expendable. I considered moving to
Mongolia, which had recently opened, but it was not
feasible for my family, especially since my children had



spent so many years learning Mandarin.

A couple factors prompted us to come to CBCGB.
As we considered returning to the U.S., our preference
was to serve in an English ministry with a Chinese
church: it was all our family had ever known. While we
were open to living elsewhere, we were already famil-
iar with Greater Boston, because it had served as our
base while we were overseas. Each home assignment
we served at BCEC. In 1992-93, I helped teach the col-
lege class there, where Ruth Chuang (Wong) attended
while she was a student at Wellesley. So when CBCGB
was looking for an English pastor, we had a couple of
indirect contacts here.

A “chance meeting” helped confirm our direction.
When we came here from Singapore to interview, we
flew China Airlines for our first and only time (a couple
of their planes had recently crashed, so the tickets were
cheap). After candidating at the church, as we flew back
to Singapore, we ended up on the same flight as Pastor
and Mrs. Morley Lee, from Los Angeles to Taipei. So
we were able to sit together for several hours on the
plane, while they briefed us on the history, ministry and
mission of the church.

Q: Can we talk a little bit about the challenging
early years of your tenure with this church as the lead
pastor during the absence of Senior Pastor?

Church management studies indicate that a church
will typically have major conflicts once in every five
years or so. When I interviewed here in December
1999, the senior pastor was in his fourth year, so I spe-
cifically asked whether there were signs of impending
trouble. No one thought so (or at least, no one told me
so!). Once I arrived, I found that the church was in the
midst of changing the leadership structure, which rarely
occurs without tension. The convergence of these two
events made conflict highly likely. If church leadership
is familiar with existing research on church dynamics,
it can help anticipate and prevent conflict. Any book by
Lyle Schaller is an excellent place to begin: recently de-
ceased, he was the leading church consultant in the U.S.
over several decades.

Secondly, in my estimation, we still have not suc-
cessfully resolved the issue which led to that conflict.
Research in church dynamics, and experience in minis-
try across several decades and in several denominations,
indicates that the “pastor — lay leader” relationship is
a common stress point. How will a Board of Elders

and the pastoral staff work together? Various denomi-
nations follow different strategies. Since CBCGB is an
independent church, it has no set strategy. And we are a
Chinese church, which often run like a family business,
with a single “father” at the top. (As the Chinese prov-
erb puts it, “One mountain cannot have two tigers.”) In
that case, who will be the church father: an elder with a
dominant personality? The senior pastor? The patriarch
(or matriarch) of a founding family?

Thirdly, when a church is in conflict, a lot of people
get hurt. As an African proverb warns, “When the el-
ephants fight, the grass gets trampled.” When hurt, peo-
ple tend to lash out. So it takes a while to repent, forgive
and recover from conflict.

Q: Which part of your 16 years with this church
makes you smile and leave you the best memory?

Off the top of my head, two features of this church
have particularly touched me.

First, it is remarkable to see the transformation of
Chinese ministry from predominately people from Tai-
wan to more than half first-generation converts from the
Mainland. Even the leadership has transitioned. As near
as I could tell, this was a remarkably peaceful transition,
and a testimony to the unifying effects of the gospel.

Secondly, I commend the desire for, and the patience
with, substantial biblical teaching. Given the prevalence
of mass media and light entertainment in our era, most
Anglo churches and pastors are under pressure to re-
place Bible exposition with light, warm-hearted moti-
vational talks. CBCGB has not succumbed to that pres-
sure.

Q: Although we have CM and EM under one roof,
they are often acting like two separate entities. How can
the relationship be strengthened?

The two most common questions I am asked about
EM — CM relations are these:

(a) Why don’t CM and EM have more activities in
common? and,

(b) Why do many of our children prefer purely 2nd-
generation churches?

Ironically, the desire to have more shared activities
between CM and EM, and the desire to retain our youth,
are contradictory. The church has to choose which to
prioritize; likely we cannot have it both ways.

Filling in some details, I suggest the following:
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First, we are not two ministries. We are at least four:
CM, EM,YM, KM. So the question should be broad-
ened: To what extent should all four ministries share
more combined activities? It may say something about
us that we ask the question only about two.

Secondly, we should likely not be only four min-
istries, but ten or twelve. Church management studies
indicate that the instinct to do all things together works
fine for churches of 60-100 attendees. People simply
cannot remember more names than that, or develop
more relationships. When a church grows as large as
ours, it needs to have a large number and wide range of
bonding groups, each averaging 60-100 people in size.

Thirdly, the groups should differ: different languag-
es, different music styles, differ worship styles, differ-
ent activities and ministries. Both CM and EM should
consider having multiple worship services, and those
services should have different music styles and differ-
ent sermon styles, so that a wider range of people can
receive ministry in the culture that they find comfort-
able. It is not realistic to suppose that a 70-year-old
from Taiwan, a 40-year-old from the mainland, and a
20-year-old from the U.S. will all find the same worship
or preaching style suitable, or share interest in the same
social activities. In the business world, it is common for
companies to produce different product lines in order to
target various demographics; most would consider one-
size-fits-all to be a counter-productive strategy. We may
want to be as wise in reaching people as the corporate
world is.

O: What's the most challenging task of your daily
ministry?

One pressing issue in ministry is to keep an outward
focus. It’s not that people do not care about outsiders.
The problem is bandwidth. Studies show that most peo-
ple can remember at most sixty names, and maintain at
most six close relationships. So once they fill up those
networks with sixty casual acquaintances and six close
friends, they tend to fend off new relationships, because
they cannot maintain existing relationships. As a result,
it is hard to integrate newcomers into established net-
works. Without friends, people do not keep coming to
church. When people stop coming to this church, a size-
able percentage will quit going to church at all. They
will not necessarily try another church, because they
may have already tried several before coming here. So,
instead, they grow discouraged and drop out entirely.

= KA, THEPULSE - 122016 A4DE555

Consequently, it is crucial for both the church and
visitors that we have relationship openings in all our
networks. This is hard to achieve. Some churches inten-
tionally put all the newcomers into the same group(s) so
that they meet other people looking for friends. Other
churches set a time limit on how long a group can stay
together: if it does not attract enough newcomers to ne-
cessitate a split, within, say, two years, then the group is
disbanded and its members reassigned, in order to keep
them from growing so tight that newcomers feel like
outsiders.

Whatever strategy is employed, having relationship
openings is crucial to the well-being of both visitors and
churches.

Q: When the new EM lead pastor comes in, as the re-
tired/outgoing pastor, what advice would you give him?

A: I won’t offer advice to the incoming pastor, but
will give some to the congregation.

According to Peter Drucker, the founder of modern
management movement, the three most difficult jobs
are: president of a university, CEO of a hospital, and
pastor of a local church, and all for the same reason.
All three roles must manage many competing interests
and divergent expectations. People are constantly plac-
ing different expectations on the leaders, and pulling the
organizations in different directions.

Lyle Schaller, leading church management consul-
tant, identifies twelve distinct roles that a pastor could
perform (and he leaves some out, so the list is actually
longer). The most a pastor can do well is three. And
some of the roles tend to be mutually exclusive, so the
designated three must require a similar gift-set or per-
sonality.

So my advice to the congregation is two-fold.

First, settle on the top three tasks you want the new
pastor to fulfill, the top three skills you want him/her to
have (and confirm that they are mutually compatible).
Call a pastor with those three skills to perform those
three roles. Then explicitly release him/her from the
other nine, assigning them to other staff and co-workers.
When it comes time for annual review, evaluate him/her
only on those three roles of responsibility. (And since it
violates Scripture to evaluate pastors as paid employ-
ees, also evaluate how well those responsible for the
other tasks perform their roles, whether they are paid
staff or volunteers.)



Kidney Transplant |

A Journey of Grace

Bertha Chen

“How do you feel? Do you feel tired?” These were
the questions our family doctor, also a nephrologist, al-
ways asked my husband, Stephen Chen, when he went
in for a checkup. The function of Stephen’s kidneys had
been deteriorating, albeit very, very slowly. How do you
answer questions like that? Most of the time he was fine
but increasingly he felt more and more tired.

The question that concerned me most was,
“Will he suddenly fall off the cliff?”
“I am monitoring the situation,” the doctor replied.

So life went on until one day in early spring of 2015.
While taking a walk, Stephen said he was so tired he did
not want to take another step. We both knew then that
the time for a kidney transplant had come.

The hospital divides the transplant process into 2
teams — one takes care of the donor and the other the
recipient. The emphasis at the beginning is on the do-
nor, and, after the transplant, the recipient. To donate a
kidney the donor has to overcome 3 hurdles. First, the
donor’s blood type has to be compatible with the recipi-
ent’s. Second, the donor has to be healthy enough to be
a candidate. Thirdly, both parties have to a pass a pro-
cess called Crossmatch.”

We were thankful that even though our blood types
were not the same, they were compatible. Then came
what the donor team coordinator called “the million dol-
lar check up!” The hospital had to be very thorough to

k

ensure the donor was healthy enough. If a healthy donor
became a patient after the transplant, this would have
been totally against the doctors’ Hippocratic Oath — first
do no harm! During the first visit, the hospital drew 20
vials of blood from me. Then came a battery of tests and
meetings with doctors and donor team personnel — the
most memorable of these were with the social worker.
First she asked me whether the donation would provide
me with any financial gains and, if [ refused the pro-
cess, would I fear any bodily harm? Then she told me
that at any time during testing, if I felt uncomfortable
or wanted to change my mind, I should let her know.
Without giving any specific reasons, the hospital would
then announce the transplant would not proceed - all to
protect the donor’s confidentiality. The third hurdle was
Crossmatch. This time the hospital drew more blood
from Stephen and 16 vials from me just one week be-
fore the transplant. This test was performed before but
needed to be repeated again before the surgeries. Blood
from the donor and recipient were mixed. If the recipi-
ent’s cells attacked and killed the donor cells, Cross-
match was considered positive. There were antibodies
in the recipient’s blood that were incompatible with the
donor’s cells. In this case, the risk of rejection after the
transplant was high and the doctors usually would not
allow the transplant process to continue. If Crossmatch
was negative, the pair was considered compatible.

Then came the day of the operations on Sept. 10,

Secondly, be aware that his/her three are not likely to
match mine, just as mine did not match my predecessor,
Pastor David Ro. Consequently, the congregation will
have to adjust. This takes time, and is often unsettling.
So the congregation should anticipate an adjustment
period, including some frustration, disappointment, and
tension. Allow the new pastor to be himself/herself, and
to thrive doing what he/she was called to do, not what a

predecessor did well.

Transcribers: Zhang Jian, Shao Jian, Wu Jingning
Translation: Wu Jingning

Editor: Wu Jingning
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2015. We were asked to report to the hospital at 7:00
am. My operation was slated for 10:00 am and Ste-
phen’s at 11:00 am. The down time was to allow the
doctors to examine the harvested kidney and to ensure
it was good enough to be transplanted.

After the operation, Stephen’s transformation was
obvious! He was more energetic and was able to walk,
with help, a few hours after surgery. I, on the other
hand, was dozing off most of the time because of the
pain medications. One time when [ woke up, I found I
was on oxygen.

“Why?” I asked the nurse.

“Because you are not breathing hard enough!” The
oxygen did make me feel better.

The next day, the nurse came and coaxed me to get
up and walk. The hospital had the logistics all figured
out - they did not put Stephen and I in the same recovery
room as | anticipated, instead they separated our rooms
as far as possible. If we wanted to find out how the other
one was doing, one of us had to walk to the room at the
far end of the hospital floor.

Because there were no complications and no other
medical issues, I was discharged after a two-night stay.
While I was getting ready to leave the hospital, one
doctor jokingly gave me a “valuable” piece of advice
— “Whenever you don’t get your way at home, just tell
your husband, ‘I want my kidney back!””

Stephen was sent home 1 day later. Now, the recipi-
ent team went to work! Stephen was asked to come to
the hospital 2 times a week, have blood drawn at 7:30
am and meet with the post-opt nephrologist. The doctor
had to monitor his anti-rejection medications closely —
too little medicine would not protect the “new” kidney,
too much would have created unwanted side effects.
The doctor’s advice was not to go to places with a lot of
people. Because of his medications Stephen’s immune
system was suppressed, he could easily catch other peo-
ple’s cold or flu or something worse. As the days pro-
gressed, the hospital visits became less frequent. After
blood was drawn at the hospital’s branch lab near our
house, Stephen would check the results online a couple
of hours later. It became a game for him to “guess” how
the doctor would adjust his medications!

As it was fall season at the time, some mornings
right after coming home, I could see the gorgeous foli-
age outside - the golden and red leaves shimmering in
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the morning sun! While looking at this gorgeous scen-
ery, I was reminded of this hymn — @

“For the beauty of the earth,
For the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth,
Over and around us lies...
Lord of all, to thee we raise,
This our hymn of grateful praise.”

Looking back, this journey has been filled with un-
certainties — what if our blood types were incompatible?
What if I was not healthy enough? What if the hospital
rejected me as a donor? Any unfavorable outcome from
these scenarios would have been a nightmare! How-
ever, this journey has also been a journey of grace - we
are thankful for the love and concern of brothers and
sisters, but above all, we are grateful for God’s peace
and His words —

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do
not give to you as the world gives.”®

“Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to
his life?” @

“Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as
it is in heaven.” ®

We thank the Lord for His goodness and mercy ev-
ery day. His providence is more than sufficient for us!

Notes:

(1) 22 XFic#f in Chinese

(2) “For the Beauty of the Earth”, Lyrics by F.S.
Pierpoint, 1835-1917

(3) John 14:27 NIV

(4) Matthew 6:27 NIV

(5) Matthew 6:10 NIV
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