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Can you think of a more strategic
time for Satan to attack? Could it be that
you are under attack - not because you are
so weak but because you might become so
strong? Perhaps he hopes that in defeating
you today * he will have none missionary
or writer or giver or singer to fight with

tomorrow.
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—Max Lucado / In the Grip of Grace

I believe Christianity as I believe
that the sun has risen: not only because I
see it, but because by it I see everything
else.
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—C.S. Lewis/ Asked for a Paper

If you examined a hundred people
who had lost their faith in Christian-
ity, I wonder how many of them would
turn out to have been reasoned out of it
by honest argument? Do not most people
simply drift away?
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—C.S. Lewis/ Mere Christianity Bk.3

Life is not about surviving the storm,
but how to dance in the rain.
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Achieving our Redemptive Potential?

I recently completed my first full year
of service at CBCGB. The time has
gone by somewhat quickly as I still
vividly remember my first Sunday at

church on Mar. 1, 2009. I am often
asked by long-time friends how I'm
doing in Boston, and the first thing I
usually tell them is “There’s a lot not to
like about Boston!” T further elaborate
about the horrific driving conditions,
the cold weather, the high cost of liv-
ing, etc. But then I add “I love serv-
ing the people in my ministry groups
— the young adults in Charis, and the
college students in ICE.”  It’s been
enjoyable working with some of the
brightest students and graduates from
around the country (and other nations
as well!). It’s also interesting to me
how I am working with these people
when I myself certainly do not fall in
this category!

One of the things that’s frequently
been on my mind during my time here
is how to help the church achieve her re-
demptive potential - that is, the amount
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of unbelievers our church could,
and should be reaching. In my
short time here, I realized how
intellectual CBCGB is, and
though that is not necessarily a
bad thing, it can have a negative
impact when it comes to evange-
lism. For it creates a tendency
within us to think too much, and
overanalyze things. We become
like the adolescent boy who is
afraid to pick up the phone to ask a
girl on a date. Our palms are sweaty;
our stomach is in knots, our voice is
about to crack. Our minds are racing
with thoughts as we try to play out ev-
ery scenario: “What if she says ‘No’
to my invitation?”, “What if she’s not
interested at all?”, “How will this affect
our friendship if she says ‘No.”?” We
become so concerned with the “what-
ifs?” that it paralyzes us. Like the teen-
ager who never picks up the phone be-
cause he is so afraid of what could hap-
pen, we also choose not to engage. We
see the role of an evangelist as more
like that of a pushy used car salesman
trying to sell a product no one wants to
buy. And who would want to be like
that?

Over the years God has been
working in me to build a greater heart
for evangelism. 1 now view people I
come across daily as those who could
potentially spend a Christ-less eternity
in hell. (Rev. 20:15) Ilook at people as
those who may need greater hope and

rewards for this life. (Mk. 10:30) And
I no longer see evangelism as having
to be that door-to-door salesman who
needs to close the deal on a sales call.

I recently read a book titled Rei-
magining Evangelism by Rick Rich-
ardson. It was a very refreshing book
to read because it verbalized much of
what I have been experiencing in my
own life when it comes to evangelism.
Things I’ve experienced, but did not
know how to put into words. Let me
share 2 things from his book.

Instead of seeing ourselves as sales-
men on a sales call, Richardson urges
us to see ourselves as travel guides
helping people on a spiritual journey.
With the former we often focus on a
certain agenda — downloading content
(the gospel) and closing the deal (con-
version). With the latter, we delight in
the relationships we have and rejoice
over every spiritual conversation. Fel-
low author Brian McLaren likes to say
“we count conversations and not just
conversions.” We learn the art of spiri-
tual friendship and authentic conversa-
tion.

In the role of a salesman, we see
evangelism as the need to share the
good news with everybody all the time,
whether we know them well or not,
and whether spiritual conversation is
appropriate or not. As a travel guide,
we see our role as one who looks for
clues where God is already at work in a



person’s life, and pointing out truths to
help her in her spiritual journey.

This leads to the second aspect
which is to recognize the role of the
Holy Spirit when it comes to evange-
lism. When you look at the examples
of evangelism in Scripture, you see the
huge role the Holy Spirit plays. In Acts
8, it was the Spirit who led Philip into
the desert to talk to and eventually bap-
tize an Ethiopian official. In Acts 10,
it was the Spirit that led Peter to the
house of Cornelius (v. 19-20), and it
was the Spirit who converted those at
Cornelius’ home (v. 44). In 1 Cor. 2,
Paul tells his Corinthian readers it was
only through the Spirit that they were
able to understand the truth of the gos-
pel. Although we personally should
feel a burden to witness to unbeliev-
ers around us, we know we do not go it
alone, rather we join the Holy Spirit in
the work he is already doing.

In his book Experiencing God:
Knowing and Doing the Will of God,
two principles Henry Blackaby shares
are 1) God is always at work around
you, and 2) God invites you to join him
in his work. How can we discern where
God is working so that we can partner
with the Spirit in his work of evange-
lism? Richardson gives us 3 skills:

First, listen to the whispers and
nudges of the Holy Spirit to show where
God is at work around you. Whether
you are at work or school, eating a meal,
or playing sports, pause for a moment
and ask God if he is doing something
in someone near you. Then keep your
eyes and ears open. If you don’t sense
anything, that’s fine. But keep an open
attitude that God is doing something in
the life of someone around you. Then,

when you feel a nudge from God, take
a step of faith and act on it. I’ve person-
ally experienced these nudges sitting in
a restaurant eating a meal, sitting next
to someone in an airplane, riding in the
car with someone. I can’t always say
I’ve been faithful to act on these nudg-
es, but when I have, I’ve never regret-
ted it.

Second, you can ask questions of
others to sense whether God might be
working in their lives. Though we have
been taught to ask questions like “What
do you believe about God?”, “Who do
you think Jesus is?”, and “Do you know
what you must do to be saved?”; these
questions may not interest or engage
those in this postmodern society. It’s
not that they aren’t interested in spiri-
tual things, it’s just a shift has occurred
whereby people are more interested in
discussing the experiential rather than
the intellectual.

Better questions could be ones
such as “Have you ever had what you
might consider to be a spiritual experi-
ence? What was it like”; “Do you think
there is a God? What do you think God
might be like?” “Have you ever prayed
before? Do you think it works?” These
“starter” questions may prove helpful in
inviting people to talk about their spiri-
tual journeys in ways they understand
it. Not that the discussion should stop
there, or the questions should be lim-
ited to these. Use them though to get a
sense whether God is already working
in the lives of the unbelievers around
you.

A third skill is to collaborate with
God in prayer for the lost, and with the
lost. Be in continual prayer for those
you are trying to reach for Christ. Each
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morning pray that God would lead you
to people where the Holy Spirit is al-
ready working, and that he would use
you to partner with the Spirit in this
work. Ask your non-Christian friends/
family members how you can pray for
them, then do so immediately. When
appropriate pray for them with them
present. Follow up with them by tell-
ing them you’ve been praying for them
and seeing if God has answered their
request. In my experience, I found that
though people may not be ready to ac-
cept Christ in their lives, no one has re-
fused me when I asked if I could pray
for them - on the contrary they seem
to very much appreciate it! They also
appreciate it when I tell them later that
I’ve been praying for them and ask how
that situation is. This way they know
my words weren’t hollow.

There’s much more from this book
I could share, but I’ll stop here (hope-
fully, I’ve encouraged at least a few of
you to want to pick up a copy of the
book and read it!). . For now, my ex-
hortation to you would be to ponder
less, pray more, and partner with the
Holy Spirit in his work. If every mem-
ber at CBCGB took seriously this chal-
lenge, we would go far in achieving our
redemptive potential!
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God Striking the Alarm Bell of My lifel

In December of 2008 I had a complete
blood test. The results showed that I
had contracted hepatitis C. At first the
seriousness of this disease did not reg-
ister, but my heart sank when I read
many related articles on the internet.
I started seeing a liver specialist and
began a series of more detailed tests at
the hospital. However, the results did
not show how much damage my liver
had already suffered. I needed a liver
biopsy.

I remember going to the hospi-
tal with a heavy heart in April 2009.
Before the biopsy the doctor asked if
I would like to have local anesthesia.
After a quick silent prayer, I told him
no. At that time, I thought of the pain
our Lord suffered on the cross, and my
pain from this procedure would be so
insignificant compared to His. Be-
cause of this prayer, the Lord filled me
with a mighty strength and the biopsy
was completed smoothly.

I am one who likes to avoid both-
ersome matters. [ could have been
stubborn and refused to get the com-
plete blood test, then I would never
have been able to find out I had hepa-
titis C. Whenever I think of this, I hear
God giving me a wake-up call to let
me know that my days ahead are num-
bered, and that I need to actively take
care of my body. In the past I had not
paid much attention to my diet, sleep
and rest, but I can no longer afford to
neglect them. 1 know for sure that His
invisible hands are silently leading me

Yah-Kong Yang

on my life journey.

The biopsy results confirmed that I
have hepatitis C genotype 1. Hepatitis
C has four stages, mine is at the fibro-
sis stage which is between the second
and the third, still treatable. If it had
advanced to liver cirrhosis, the fourth
stage, the liver would have scarred so
much that it would be too late to treat.
At that stage, the only way is to help-
lessly watch the scarred liver be tran-
sitioned into liver cancer. Therefore I
needed to be treated with Peginterferon
alfa-2a injections accompanied by tak-
ing Ribavirin orally for a treatment of
48 weeks. The doctor concluded that
hepatitis C had been dormant in my
body for over ten years.

When I reflect on this news, I can-
not help but pray to our Lord with tears
and a heart of thanksgiving. [ never
had much interest in wine or liquor,
as if God had somehow prevented me
from drinking. On the other hand, if I
had loved to drink, the damage to my
liver would have been much more seri-
ous. Many sudden deaths due to hepa-
titis are the result of excessive alcohol
consumption. Another reason to give
thanks is that my wife and children did
not contract hepatitis C from me.

When I entered the sixth to eighth
week of treatment, many side effects
from the medication started to manifest
themselves: my white blood cell count
dropped, and as a result, my immune
system was compromised and I had
many infections. [ brought home an an-
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tibiotics medicine every time [ saw the
doctor. One day when I walked in the
door, my daughter came over and gave
me a hug, and I could not help but cry.
My daughter immediately consoled
me. I told her, “Dad’s body is miser-
able, all of a sudden it has to bear so
much medication.” Sometimes when I
woke up, [ felt fever on my body, and
when I was dizzy with fever I had the
fear of dying. Is this not typical of the
experience of many who are suffering
ill health?

While I was sick I often meditated
on the Lord’s intimate words: “Who of
you by worrying can add a single hour
to his life?” (Matthew 6:27) “Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet
not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from the will of your Father. And
even the very hairs of your head are
all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you
are worth more than many sparrows.”
(Matthew 10:29-31) These two scrip-
ture passages so powerfully revealed
the truth about the length of our lives,
so why would I need to worry? If the
end of my time on this earth has not yet
come, the Lord’s words clearly tell me
that my heavenly father will heal me.
On the other hand, if my heavenly fa-
ther wants to receive me home, not
even my fasting and praying would be
able to change God’s sovereignty. This
does not imply that I am not afraid of
death: on the contrary, in my prayers |
often appeal to God to heal me. How-
ever, whether God heals me or not is in
His hands. God wants me to experi-



ence His great comfort in my prayers.

Every time when I think of Jesus
Christ being nailed on the cross for my
sake, I shed tears of joy, praise, confes-
sion and thanksgiving. I did not send
out prayer letters to the entire church to
pray for me, but I often shared my ex-
perience individually with brothers and
sisters, and I know many who heard the
news of my sickness were often quietly
praying for me. One sister even shed
tears while she prayed for me, and I
know God will not overlook her tears.
Through this sickness God bestowed
upon me a high hope for my life, and a
stronger faith in Him.

On July 23, 2009, exactly twelve
weeks after I had undergone treatment,
I went to my family doctor for a physi-
cal checkup. All of a sudden I passed
out in the bathroom of the doctor’s of-
fice. When I came to, my forehead was
touching the floor. I slowly stood up
and went out to tell the nurse that I had
fainted in the bathroom. Two nurses
told me that they had heard something
fall on the floor, but never imagined
that it had been my head. The doctor
took my blood pressure immediately, it
had fallen to 80, and I felt nauseous and
could not sit still. The doctor called an
ambulance to take me to the hospital,
where the staff started all sorts of tests
on my heart. My wife and daughter
rushed to the hospital as soon as they
heard. I could only imagine their wor-
1y.

During the three days in the hos-
pital and before I received the results
from the cardiologist, my thoughts
went to death again. [ was fearful and
worried that I might have heart prob-
lems. The first night, my white blood
cell count dropped to a dangerously low
level, and I was transferred to a private
room to be quarantined. All the nurs-

es in and out of my room wore masks
and overalls to prevent carrying their
germs to me. When the results finally
came out and my heart was pronounced
healthy, I learned that the reason for the
low blood pressure was due to the loss
of potassium and dehydration caused
by the many different medications. The
cardiologist changed my medication,
and the liver specialist halved the dos-
age of my injection for the following
two weeks.

Whenever I thought of this inci-
dent, I felt how humble I am, because
I was not even able to control my life
when faced with such a change of
events. If it were not the Lord’s grace
and mercy for keeping my life, one epi-
sode of a sudden drop of blood pressure
could easily have taken my life away.

Therefore I am determined to use
the remainder of my life to testify cou-
rageously for the Lord to glorify Him.
I often think that if I had delayed my
opportunity to testify for Him to help
those in need, and had left this world,
how ashamed I would be when I face
my Lord?

Currently [ am undergoing a treat-
ment that lasts almost a year. Hepati-
tis C is not an ordinary disease, but it
is not as fearful as cancer. Sickness
is one of the common sufferings of
humankind. A lot of times God tests
His children through sickness in or-
der that we will experience and ap-
preciate the love of the Lord through
the cross, as there is no disease or
disaster that can be greater than the
suffering on the cross. Since God
has blessed the entire human race
through the suffering on the cross
of our Lord Jesus, should we not
have the courage to face disease as
blessing instead of suffering?

My body suffered greatly
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while undergoing treatment; however,
spiritually I was blessed many-fold in
my faith. When I do face death some
day, I will continue to witness for the
Lord to glorify Him. Today I write my
testimony with courage, however, the
three words “thank the Lord” could not
fully describe what I am feeling now,
instead, my desire is to “thank the Lord
for His grace and pay Him back.”

I have resigned from the Stephen
Ministry and the Sunday School teach-
ing of seventeen years, and have even
cancelled the short-term missions trip
to the U.K., planned for the end of this
year. However, | am not going to be
AWOL but am using this time of treat-
ment to rest my body, adjust my life’s
goal, and prepare myself to start anew
once I finish treatment. Then, I will
serve my Lord with all my heart and all

my strength.
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. SN ‘ pring evangelical meeting speaker
PRATRERICH A7 R B A AR 0 Iﬁ Professor Leaf Huang preached on Sunday.
TFROTE - LRI AN IR, Sermon title was“The real peace”.

OGRS SRR EFRO)— A HF|RE -
o SRR BRARETE - BRARARAL o

FRARERAE R BAE » BT o V) e e e m FIS k-
B EDr. Dennis Hollinger, B8
| BRI - (EEREtE—RRaH R - 2" EENRF - 3T

REUE -

Easter joint worship speaker
was Dr. Dennis Hollinger.
Sermon title was “Easter
Triumph”.Elder Chang was
the translator.
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i Apr11 11 sermon
e G0 - was given by Rev.
P (HD) - Wendell Friest,
titled“Love is
Mgk patience, full of
grace and forever”.
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2010 Social Concern
Conference Speaker was
Mrs. Lily Lee.Conference
title was “Women In Need”.
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Chinese Bible Church of Greater Boston
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ZERENAMERE 12BN FEURET °
Pastor Sandy took a group picture with some young girls who was going to
baptize for the 112 Church Baptism.

05/02/2010  E112/@ZHH0F 0 © IHRENED » REST
112 baptism was held on May 2, 2010. Newly baptized brothers and sisters took
a group picture with Pastors and Elders.

2% 25BN ARNL S RRSRIEHAEIN - XERnR -
Attendee of the 112 baptism, friends and parents of those who were going
to baptize, had their cameras and video cameras ready for the event.
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Attendee for the Spring Evangelical Event on 3/26.
Speaker was Professor Leaf Huang. Sermon title
was “Only Jesus”.

BShESRENF LBk
Brothers and sisters who made the decision to
follow Christ during the Spring Evangelical event.

SPRRSINNFEFRAHEHRS o
Stephen Ministry Co-workers held a meeting at Church.
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EHRNE0RE  BYOERRESIG a3
Youth performed “Body Worship” during Mother’s day worship.

EYRNEERE B ERESKEERIBES ©
During Mother’s day worship, Youth Gospel Team led the
congregation singing gospel hymns.

THRNIORE  8%A
FBEHHE -

On Mother’s Day, CBCGB
honor all our mothers by
clamping our hands.
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Pastor Sandy and Pastor Choi showed
Mother’s day gifts to all the congregation
mothers.

PRYEERBRS NS FiL EHIESH -
Both English and Chinese Congregations participated in this year’s Social
Concern Conference.

SNt SEIRSR)R AR CIRERAI B AEAE ©
Participants for the Social Concern Conference had dinner and
interacted with each others.

HEHRSETEES 2R 5% HHEBR " ReITER
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One of the Social Concern Conference Workshop speaker was Ms. Sarah
Haig from Hope International. She gave a talk on “Empowering Women
with Economic Tools”.
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Installation of three newly elected deacons in 2010: Xingyu Li, EENEIAEgRIEE:T o

Wensong Pan and Alice Yen. Chinese Congregation Gospel Team put on their traditional

Chinese New Year jackets to celebrated Chinese New Year
and led the congregation hymns singing on February 14.
3=l /Ea o e Y
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Children were
making Chinese
arts and crafts
during Sunday
school to
celebrate Chinese

L~ /H !"/ .g S __3 New Year.
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Choir celebrated Lexington PEBEZET PEIFTFHE o

Chinese New Lexington Fellowship? celebrated Chinese New Year with
Year with pot- pot-luck dinner.

luck lunch.

- HERRERFBMERNRENFED o
= BBPERTEMERETESE Brothers and sisters celebrated Mrs. Ma’s 99th birthday.
Three of Church seniors celebrated Chinese New Year by

performing various Chinese music.
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Annual Church Information Session was held on April 18
HERPERZITNEN TEBER BUNEH - BEEREERR - by Elder Ming-Jer Tsai.

Church organized Job transition workshop, titled* Effective Interview”.
Speaker was Brother Wei Jing Chia.

418 HEBRPHSRIZWS °
Installation of new Church members was held on April 18
at CBGCB.

HEUCEABMEDH SRECEBRATEILE  RFRE:
DIEA  BRER  BRZE  TRRINNER

CBCGB Easter joint worship celebration with music offering by

our Church choir and orchestra. Program included: The Child Grew
Strong, Come Follow Me, King of Sorrow, Lament of The Cross, and
Empty Now.

SHEN LT AR RERAZEE ©

On Easter Friday, Brothers and sisters partook the Holy Communion.

4130 201 0T ERIEEE - BER "MEERPORL °
Attendee of 2010 Social Concern Conference on April 30. Title
was“Women in Need”.

HEBEDO RIALPIER “Senior Night” ©
S6 A - THEPILSE- 62000 BESEE English Congregation brothers and sisters celebrated “Senior Night”.
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