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ANAKK, FRIRA Bk B R =
IREER—EA -

Life is too short to waste time hating
anyone.

— (AE4538) (Regina Brett s

45 |ife lessons )

KIrtEBHMERBEECHH
T FIERHSE AL -

So give us knowledge of the number
of our days, that we may get a heart of wis-

dom.
—55/90:12

Fag—MEA - B -
Forgive everyone, everything.

— (AHE4538)

FLVREEMEAT - FEBRERT.L - Bt
B IEANPER BB T IR — R
Be kind to one another, full of pity,
having forgiveness for one another, even as

God in Christ had forgiveness for you.
—DIBME4: 32

BT IR, A NRET BRI TREE -
No one is in charge of your happiness
but you.

— (AH452)
ISR F =24 - TR - IR
{(E=2

Be glad in the Lord at all times: again
I say, Be glad.
—BiztbE a4

—RZHRADR R . (2!
ol ERHHTIZR -

Everything can change in the blink
of an eye. But don’t worry; God never
blinks.

— (A#453%)

RBBER

AN R IFES,  REE(RAVL
AT PRFECIEIRY, TAFTHE A
e -

May he not let your foot be moved: no
need of sleep has he who keeps you. 4 See,
the eyes of Israel’s keeper will not be shut
in sleep.

—558121: 34

BRIRIER » SR B -
Whatever doesn’t kill you really does
make you stronger.

— (AE4538)

M RAME9 15 O Be bk B, L EL AR
KB RREE & 1 F T -
The true metal of your faith, being
of much greater value than gold (which,
though it comes to an end, is tested by fire)
may come to light...
—RiSAIE: 7

NEA—EGT L, (HEh
Re—nie) -
Life isn’t tied with a bow, but it’s still
a gift.
— (A%458)

TRCVE SR BRI 8 - IR
ST R -

The year is crowned with the good
you give; life-giving rain is dropping from
your footsteps.

—Ffkm65: 11
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The original “tentmaking”
missionary literally made
tents. We read in Acts
18:3-4 of Paul’s missionary
visit to the city of Corinth:
“Because he was a tent-

Tentmaking Missionaries:
Ancient and Modern

makers are the bi-
vocational ~ pastors,
common in northern
New England, who
serve churches too
small and poor to

maker, as they (Aquila and

Priscilla) were, he stayed

and worked with them. Every Sabbath he
reasoned in the synagogue, trying to per-
suade Jews and Greeks.”

After leaving Corinth, Paul wrote back
to the contentious church, defending him-
self on many counts, including his means
of support. He had the right to financial
support from the young church, he insists,
just as all the other apostles (1 Cor 9:3-6),
and, indeed, just as all other professionals
have the right to support from their work (1
Cor 9:7-12). Moreover, common experi-
ence, biblical teaching, and Jesus himself
legitimize support of ministry workers (1
Cor 9:7-14). But Paul chose not to make
use of this right.

Later, the Corinthians used Paul’s out-
side employment to cast aspersions on his
ministry: perhaps he did not demand sup-
port from them, because he realized that
his ministry was not worth supporting! So
Paul defends himself, and rebuts their criti-
cism:

Was it a sin for me to lower myself in
order to elevate you by preaching the
gospel of God to you free of charge?
I robbed other churches by receiving
support from them so as to serve you.
And when I was with you and needed
something, I was not a burden to any-
one, for the brothers who came from
Macedonia supplied what I needed...
Why? Because I do not love you? God
knows I do! (2 Cor 11:7-11)

This provides a fuller picture of Paul’s sup-
port: he did not work a fulltime profession-
al job, nor did he accept support from those
he was evangelizing for the first time (cf.
1 Thes 2:6b-9). But he did accept support
from churches he had previously founded,
and when those funds were insufficient, he
went back to his pre-missionary vocation,
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supporting himself as needed, in order to
survive.

What would possess the Corinthians to
criticize a missionary who worked among
them for free (at least, free to them)? First-
century background study provides the an-
swer.

In the first-century Mediterranean
world, philosophy and religion were part
and parcel of the same field of study.
Moreover, philosophers were the ancient
equivalent of our rock bands: they would
travel from city to city, playing their spe-
cial tunes, exciting crowds, and then mov-
ing on. Paul followed the common pattern:
in Athens, for example, he debated “in the
marketplace [the usual place for public dis-
course] day by day with those who hap-
pened to be there. A group of Epicurean
and Stoic philosophers began to dispute
with him” (Acts 17:17-18). Luke opens
a window on the wider practice in a dis-
paraging aside: “All the Athenians and the
foreigners who lived there spent their time
doing nothing but talking about and listen-
ing to the latest ideas” (Acts 17:21).

Of course, even the most theoreti-
cal philosophers need to eat. If they were
busy pontificating all day, how might they
support themselves? Debate raged. Some
philosophers charged fees and sold tickets;
they were often disparaged as mercenary.
Others attached themselves to the rich
elite, as tutors for their children and af-
ter-dinner entertainment for their patron’s
guests; some considered this demeaning
and constricting. The Cynics begged food
from strangers; the disincentives are obvi-
ous. The apostle Paul was among the rare
breed that plied his trade as necessary: his
contemporaries considered manual labor to
be humiliating, fit only for slaves.

Today, the closest parallel to tent-
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support a full-time
pastor, so who necessarily work part-time
at some other vocation in order to support
themselves and their families.

The term is also commonly used of
missionaries who serve in countries which
do not grant visas to religious workers.
Consequently, they must develop a corpo-
rate front or a part-time business in order to
gain entrance. Even if they spend a portion
of their time working at the business, the
bulk of their time is spent in ministry, and
their sole reason for being in the country is
ministry, not profit.

Recently, a new missions strategy
has emerged: “business as missions,” also
known as “Kingdom companies.” Since
these are profit-making companies, pay-
ing competitive salaries, their executives
and employees are generally not consid-
ered “tentmakers.” Even though their pri-
mary purpose for being in the country is
missions, that is not their primary function.
Nonetheless, the strategy is perfectly le-
gitimate, especially where other, less time-
consuming options for ministry do not ex-

ist.

This expedient also had a further benefit.
Converts in Thessalonica apparently quit their
jobs, on the grounds that Christ was coming
again soon, so there was no point in continuing
to earn a living. Paul rebuked this laziness,
citing his own manual labor when he preached
in Thessalonica (2 Thes 3:6-12): “We did
this, not because we do not have the right to
such [financial support], but in order to make
ourselves a model for you to follow. For even
when we were with you, we gave you this rule:
‘If a man will not work, he shall not eat’™ (2
Thes 3:9-10).

The standard academic study on this topic is R.
F. Hock, The Social Context of Paul’s Mission
(Philadelphia: Fortress, 1980).



(This message, with slight changes, was
given at Brother Yaowei Shao’s memorial
service.)

I’ve known Yaowei & Yufeng for about 10
years since our family moved to the Bos-
ton area. [ seldom spoke to Yaowei be-
cause he was a very quiet person. Things
started to change three years ago when he
was diagnosed with cancer. Since then,
I talked with him more often and prayed
with him and Yufeng over the phone. In
some occasions, I also visited him in the
hospital or at home.

On last Tuesday (May 19), I visited
Yaowei again at home. He looked very
weak; and could not take in any nutrient. I
asked, after [ read a few Bible passages to
him, what I could pray for him. He quickly
mentioned two requests. The first request
is that God will alleviate his pain, and the
second is that God’s will be done in his life.
I realized then that he was in the final lap
of his earthly journey. Yufeng later asked
me indirectly whether I could be with Yao-
wei when he crossed the finishing line. 1
counted it my honor to be asked.

Yufeng’s phone call came last Sunday
evening. [ quickly went. When I arrived,
Yufeng and Yaowei’s brother and sister-
in-law were there with him. We went to
Yaowei’s bedside. We touched his hand. It
was at that very moment that Yufeng real-
ized that her beloved husband just went to
be with the Lord. Yaowei just graduated.

When [ was asked to give the homily
during Yaowei’s memorial service, the Bi-
ble passage in the Book of Romans chapter
8 verses 18-30 came readily to mind. As
I prepared, I recalled another graduation.
Let me begin from there.

I attended my daughter’s
college graduation four years
ago. The commencement
speaker was a very well-
known businessman. He
mostly told three stories
about his life in the

commencement speech. In the final story,
he alluded to his fight with cancer and the
recent declaration of remission by the doc-
tor. Towards the end he said:

No one wants to die. Even people
who want to go to heaven don’t want
to die to get there. And yet death is
the destination we all share. No one
has ever escaped it. And that is as it
should be, because Death is very like-
ly the single best invention of Life. It
is Life’s change agent. It clears out the
old to make way for the new. Right

GLORIOUS

HOPE

King-Fai Choi

now the new is you, but someday not
too long from now, you will gradually
become the old and be cleared away.
Sorry to be so dramatic, but it is quite
true. (From http:/news.stanford.edu/
news/2005/june15/jobs-061505.html)

I enjoyed his speech very much. His
portrayal about death struck a chord with
the audience, and they gave him a standing
ovation. Today, I would like to share some
similar and complementing perspectives
according to the Bible.

The first common feeling
about death is that: No one
wants to die. Even people
who want to go to heaven
don’t want to die to
get there. And yet
death is the des-
tination we all
share.  This is
generally true.
We may ask for
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a show of hands here to see who likes to
die. However, there are exceptions. Dur-
ing the most painful time, many people
would rather die. That is why we have
suicide and euthanasia in our world. I re-
cently attended a workshop, and found out
that the number of people who committed
suicide in the U.S. in 2007 will just about
fill the Fenway Park. We live in a suffering
world. Just as Paul says:

For the creation was subjected to frus-
tration, not by its own choice, but by
the will of the one who subjected it....
We know that the whole creation has
been groaning as in the pains of child-
birth right up to the present time. (Ro-
mans 8:20-22)

Paul compares our suffering in this
world to the pains of childbirth. This sug-
gests that our suffering is not the end. We
know there is exceeding joy after child-
birth. No one likes the pain of childbirth,
but the joy afterward makes the pain more
bearable and perhaps insignificant in com-
parison. Thus Paul says in Romans 8:18 -
consider that our present sufferings are not
worth comparing with the glory that will
be revealed in us. Death is not the final
destination. It is a half-way house we all
need to go through, just like childbirth.

The second common feeling about
death is that: No one has ever escaped it.
And that is as it should be, because Death
is very likely the single best invention of
Life. Itis Life’s change agent. It clears out
the old to make way for the new. Again,
this is generally true in our experience that
no one has ever escaped death. However,
according to the Bible, death is not the sin-
gle best invention of life but rather the sin-
gle worst curse of life. Death came about
because we sinned against God.

Fortunately, this curse was reversed
when Jesus came to this world and died on
the cross. He did not escape death because
the main purpose of His coming was to die
— He came to die on our behalf. Further-
more, He resurrected on the third day and
thus overcame death. As Christ’s follow-
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Dear Friends,

After being a part of CBCGB for the
last 4 years, Karly and I have decided to
relocate to New York City in order to sup-
port Karly’s father as he undergoes treat-
ment for multiple myeloma. This was an
extremely difficult decision for us to make,
but after much prayer and thought we felt
the Lord leading us to be there for Karly’s
family.

On behalf of my family I want to ex-
press our thanks to the CBCGB communi-
ty for the outpouring of love that you have
demonstrated not only since our announce-
ment to leave, but in walking beside us
through the many transitions that we have
gone through in our time here.

To the church leadership, thank you
for giving me the opportunity to serve
here. We are especially grateful for the
understanding, flexibility, and support you
have provided for us as we navigated this
difficult decision to leave.

Even though Pastor Rocky has since
moved on, [ still think it appropriate to ex-
press my gratitude for mentoring me as the
Lord opened my eyes to the world of mid-
dle school students. It seems like a lifetime
ago when I relocated from Michigan to be-
gin my studies at Gordon-Conwell back in
2005.

Parting Reflections

Minister Larry

To Pastor Sandy, thank for all the time
you have invested in me as a coworker
and a friend since [ have joined the staff at
CBCGB. It would not be an overstatement
to say that not a week went by that I did not
learn something new from you. Your ex-
perience, insight, compassion, and vision
for youth will forever shape my thoughts
on youth ministry.

To the pastoral and office staff, thank
you for your camaraderie!

To all the CM & EM [Chinese Mem-
ber and English Member??]families, thank
you for your constant care for us as a new
family. Whether it was by preparing meals,
providing baby supplies, babysitting Isa-
bel, or interceding on behalf of us in prayer
thank you for all of your love.

To our youth staff past and present:
Hepa & Sau, Nancy & John, Angie, Larry
C, Nate, Derek, Melissa, Stan, thank you
for your faithfulness but even more so for
your friendship in the Lord.

Last but most importantly, I want
to thank all the youth who have endured
through my growing pains as a seminary
student and new youth minister at this
church. From small groups, winter re-
treats, Sunday school, Junior Worship,
summer missions, worship team practic-
es, to all the many big and small memo-

ries we have shared I know that the Lord
has shaped me greatly through you. Yes,
I really do enjoy all your craziness and
enthusiasm. The blessings of working in
youth ministry far outweigh the frustra-
tions. May He strengthen you with power
through His Spirit so that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith. May you
come to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love Christ, and come to
know this love that surpasses knowledge—
that you may be filled to the measure of the
fullness of God. Please keep in touch!

It has been a blessing to have the op-
portunity to serve, learn, and grow here and
we can only marvel at God’s plan in pro-
viding this church for us as our home these
last few years. Thank you and God bless!

ers, we also have overcome death and will
resurrect with Him.

Paul continues to say in the Scripture:

And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according
to his purpose. For those God fore-
knew he also predestined to be con-
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formed to the likeness of his Son, that
he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. And those he predestined,
he also called; those he called, he also
justified; those he justified, he also
glorified. (Romans 8:28-30)

Our brother Yaowei loved the Lord.
He had been chosen by Him. He was
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called. He was justified. And he is now
glorified. For this reason, we believe that
brother Yaowei is now in a better place. He
has gone through the pain of childbirth and
is now with God in glory. And one day,
we will join him to be with God in glory.
Amen.
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110 CBCGB baptism group picture for newly baptized with Pastors and Elders.
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111 CBCGB baptism group picture for newly baptized with Pastors and Elders. WERTERET

Our Church held the ceremony to send off
our Sister Angie Piau to the mission field.

RRIBHER RS ENEHNFEMNES  £1156828%
7 BER $EB - AESBERENHEHE o
AHE R B BRESHES BSHLINE Pastor (Tim Conkling) was our invited speaker for this
Brothers and sisters prayed for missionaries at Mission week. year’s Mission conference, which was held on Nov 6-8.
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THMRSEEOE NS NAHE10BERENEE) - THEIEHFHERVES
Pastor Morley Lee and Mrs. Lee came back to mother Church for the 40th
anniversary celebration and was our main speaker for this event.

FHERIEN IR OEE

mTR128E4AHEEE - BER
KREBEH o

Pastor Jamie Taylor and Mimi

Taylor came back to visit mother

Church and gave a sermon related

to mission on July 12, 2008

ﬁﬁ*%ﬁzﬁﬂm [28EANB R TT B
uFPﬂ =] FEQ 1 ‘“*U%Eﬁﬁﬂq:’
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Pastor Su gave a special seminar

on Nov 28 on daily devotion and

his recent Church vision for China.
Pastor Lee, Mrs. Lee and Pastor Liu
at CCCOWE New England Special
Gathering.

TIREEIEHE 7/1285F -KBPOVERS °
Mimi Taylor sang for us on Sunday
Service.

CIPIEE %ﬁi WIEN 9/25
'QYBEZF%QE %%ujuﬂﬂa
BER I o

Pastor Huang from Singapore
Bible College gave a special
seminar on “Songs of Song” on
September 25 - 27.



BHTEHEXFT2608E o
Pastor David and Mrs. Ro visited mother
Church on July 26, 2009.

BIER B2IER1RE ZBNESTE o
Loving God Fellowship and Seeing God Fellowship
sang on July 19, 2008.

EEIR @2 81238155 -MPERT o
Berean Fellowship sang on August 23, 2008

SYEREFH

“oEaRH” B o
Youth played
“throwing pies”
during Harvest
Festival.

PERER 6/28R15F - BT mIREIRHE o
Lexington Fellowship sang on June 28, 2008.

SHIEER, SEERFBridgewater @ 8/16815F -KIhHIIEE o
Green Olive Fellowship, Green Grassland Fellowship and
Bridgewater Fellowship sang on August 16, 2008

Z3MEEBRHTI IER
Children did arts and crafts during Sunday School.
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FHSERETIKREE o
CBCGB TTOF Fellowship held an Inter-Fellowship Ping-Pong

Championship at our Church. BRI EABRERR -

Fellowships swept leaves at our Church for the Fall clean-up

AMELANERLBETENERRER
CBCGB TTOF after the Inter-Fellowship Ping-Pong
Championship took a group picture.

N N ZSEHESETITREE -
RETOSRH Kids help out to sweep leaves for the Fall Church clean-up
FPBIERR
PTEES o
Children
Sunday school
teacher George
Iglesias held a
communication
session with
parents.

KB FBEREK

IRINEDGIEE & pn BEE . =
Brother Gao HEHHST 12ENELNARTESE  BOR BEY
Zhong Zhu and PIRVBRERLDE BAMRELRENEHGEE. FER
Sister Xiudong Saint-Gobain Abrasives =12, o

Sun lighted one Brother Wei Jing Chia from Saint-Gobain gave a seminar, on the
of the seven topic of “Tips on strengthening your resume and responding to
Christmas candle. tough interview questions”.
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