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Through every pain and suffering, we
learn to trust God more and give thanks to
Him. Because He was, is and will always be

with us no matter where we go.
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( continued from page 52 )

team to birth a child and it takes a village
to support parents as they raise this child.

Recently, at my children’s ultimate
frisbee game, I observed this truth. My
youngest child Brian had grown into a
graceful Ultimate Frisbee player! He is
both agile and determined on the field —
able to pull, huck, hammer, and layout
with panache. However, the one thing
Brian absolutely cannot do is to play this
sport by himself. It takes teamwork!

In raising our children, Dick and I are
the ultimate teammates. He and I became
ONE when we got married and we would
complement each other in how we shared
our parenting responsibilities. In our fam-
ily, Dick and I agree to never disagree in
front of our children so that they cannot
dance circles around us. We have agreed
to heed the words in the Bible when we
have a conflicting idea on parenting.
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When the Bible does not offer specific
instruction, Dick has the final say. It is
compelling for me to submit to a spouse
who will shoulder the responsibility for
his children and will stand to answer all
God’s questions regarding Kevin, Teresa,
Emily and Brian’s upbringing.

However, we also need the help of
a village. Because both Dick’s family
and my family live far from us, I have
to build a new village. This sentiment is
especially poignant to me because this is
the first time in my life that I will be cel-
ebrating Mother’s Day without my mom.
In my ‘village’, there are my two sisters
— Ivy Wu and Amy Pu. There is a wise
woman - Auntie Jeannette Wu; a priest-
ess - Pastor Sandy Liu; two elders - Irene
Lowe and Jane Lo; two warriors - Jackie
Ro and Ayong Tung, and a cheerleader
— Kathleen Iglesias. They help me raise

& BA, THEPULSE- 122010 EERAE

my children by guiding me with wisdom,
protecting me with prayers, feeding me
spiritual truths, challenging me in godli-
ness and holding me accountable. I am
thankful for them. As my children grow
older, my village has expanded to include
their teachers (Angela Lee and Jenny
Chou), and coaches and mentors in their
Christian fellowship groups on campus. [
shall look with hope as my children learn
to build their own godly villages.

Dear mothers, Psalm127:1-2 says:
“Unless the LORD builds the house, its
builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD
watches over the city, the watchmen stand
guard in vain.2 In vain you rise early and
stay up late, toiling for food to eat— for
he grants sleep to those he loves.” May
our toils be not in vain and may the fruit
of our labor give glory to God.

Edited by: YiFei Zhang
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7/15 Living Water Fellowship hymn offering —
“Promised Poem”

85 S MIEERRFT — "RIBHNTS
8/5 Green Olive Fellowship hymn offering
—“You Know My Name”

92BREFERET— IR
9/2 Classical Hymns Fellowship hymn
offering —I Praise You”

819 HELERRF—
HRE MLHE

8/19 Berea Fellowship
hymn offering —“Worship
God and Let Him Lead the
Way”
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6N THEERSREK: MHOPEIH ~ Hopi » & R
Q2 » Kyrgyzstan » Jeremiah Huang  Petek Altug \ *UMary Morse.
6/17 Church sent out several short term mission teams and those
individuals who joined organizations for short term mission.
They include NY Chinatown, Hopi, East Asia, Kyrgyzstan, Jer-
emiah Huang, Petek Altug and Mary Morse.

TI22 8RBT E
KRERBRLE
EARZES o

7/22 Pastor Jamie
Taylor and family
came to the US and
visited Boston; he
also gave a sermon
to our Church.

NEMhESER

2 o
8126 119BZ B8 REMDRRALD  BIBRAY o REENDAET

Fall E lical
8/26 Seven people participated in the 119th Baptism, a group N?ee tit\llzgmsi;iir
picture was taken afterwards. Pastor Luke
Zhang,

BNTEELIFABRRAR  £HERE
Im/u 325:%
6/17 Kitchen staff taking a break for the
summer, held a pot-luck lunch with barbe-
cue at Church and gave thanks.

9/28-30MFHMEE, FEGESRIBINET BE "LomtIRE o
Fall Evangelical Meeting held between 9/28 to 9/30, our invited speaker
was Pastor Luke Zhang, titled “Leap of Life.”
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B: e sE8ENES
10/21 Pastor Caleb Huang gave a special
sermon at our Sister Church at Sharon, title
was “Understanding the Significance of
Belief via the Gospel of John”.

10/19-20 BEBE, EEST A - B BET - SRESHENHSHR -
10/19-20 Church held a special topic class, invited speaker was Pastor Caleb Huang,
subject was “Sermon on the Mount.”

1011 —BRENEIR O A BN SR ljl?BﬁiB%
TRFRI=EEEHSER

10/7 Missionary Yang shared his mission work and 1 0 12 YBRPEREEE, 2HGSETS, BRKEFRHSH
their works in setting up three Christian schools in s 8E pa- BERNTH-o
Northern Thailand. 10/ 12 Church held the first “Concert of Prayers”, the objec-

tive was via prayers from the whole Church to seek our vision,
guidance, objectives and appropriate actions.

1021 B4BBEES,
AEBEBREFR
RERZ - GRER
REBHE -

1021 Church 43rd
Annual Meeting:
Elders reported this
year’s accomplish-

ments, next year’s
goals and Q&A.

21 HIBBEFE, EREDEEFISREL
10/21 Congregation cast their ballots to elect and con-
firmed the nominated Deacons and Elders at the 43rd An-
nual Meeting,
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Where is God at
Work Around You?

Pastor David Eng

In his book Experiencing God, au-
thor, Henry Blackaby, lists 7 “reali-
ties”. Two of them are:

+ God is always at work around you

¢+ God invites us to become in-
volved with Him in His work

To elaborate, Blackaby contends
that God always takes the initiative in
his relationship with people. When he
first interacted with biblical characters
like Moses and Abraham, God came
to them, not the other way around, and
when he came to them he revealed
some of Himself and His activity. This
revelation was an invitation for these
figures to join God in what He was do-
ing. Even Jesus supports this when he
says in John. 5:17,19-20a “...My Fa-
ther is always at his work to this very
day, and I, too, am working...I tell you
the truth, the Son can do nothing by
himself; he can do only what he sees
his Father doing, because whatever the
Father does the Son also does. For the
Father loves the Son and shows him all
he does.”

Blackaby shares how he was able
to experience this truth firsthand when
he was pastoring a church that hoped to
begin an outreach to college students:

For over a year we tried to start a
Bible study in one of the college dorms
and IT did not work. But then I pulled
some of the students [who were already
at the church] together and said “This
week I want you to go to the campus
and watch to see where God is working
and join Him. John. 6:44 says ‘No one
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can come to me unless the Father who
sent me draws him..." This means that
no one is going to seek God on his own
initiative. No one will ask after spiri-
tual matters unless God is at work in
his life.” I told our students “If some-
one starts asking you spiritual ques-
tions, whatever else you have planned,
don't do it. Cancel what you are do-
ing. Go with that individual and see
what God is doing there.” Later that
week, one of the girls reported “Pas-
tor, a girl who has been in classes with
me for 2 years came to me after class
today. She said ‘I think you might be a
Christian. I need to talk to you.’ I re-
membered what you said. 1 had a class,
but I missed it. We went to the cafete-
ria to talk. She said, ‘Eleven of us girls
have been studying the Bible and none
of us are Christians. Do you know
somebody who can lead us in a Bible
study?’”  As a result of that contact,
they were able to start 3 Bible study
groups in the women's dorms and 2 in
the men s dorms. “For 2 years we tried
to do something for God and failed.
For 3 days we looked to see where God
was working and joined him. What a
difference that made!”

These two “realities” are some-
thing some of our college students, our
young adults, and I have been trying
to be more cognizant of this past year
as we sought to be better witnesses for
God. Where do we see God working
around us? Where might God be in-
viting us to join Him in His work? On
several of our college campuses, some

of our students regularly knocked on
doors around their dorms to offer baked
goods and see if students might be in-
terested in speaking with them. There
were some rejections, but the majority
of the students welcomed them and
were willing to engage in conversation.
It was not uncommon to hear stories
like “I used to go to church when I was
young, but I stopped when I got to col-
lege. I was thinking about going back
to church” or “I was thinking about
my relationship with God.” This was
a sign to us that God was working in
this person’s life. Some people the stu-
dents met even accepted an invitation
to come to our church!

This summer when I was in China
with our short-term mission team, there
was a day 1 was feeling “less useful”
than the other teammates since my Chi-
nese is so limited. [ prayed that God
might give me an opportunity to be a
better witness for Him, and kept my
eyes open to see where God might be
working around me. That evening,
our team was eating at a restaurant, and
when our waitress overheard me speak-
ing English, she spoke English back to
me! I wondered if this might be an an-
swer to my prayer so [ sought to further
develop my relationship with her. Our
team returned to that restaurant several
more times during the trip so I was able
to converse with her more. There were
times I even returned to the restaurant
after our evening activities to talk with
her. I was so thankful that through
our interactions, I was able to share



Junior High in 2012

Jennifer Lin

This past year in junior high was a
busy year. It was full of growth and fel-
lowship! We launched our junior high
discipleship program this year with 15
students currently in the program. We
even have a waitlist of students anticipat-
ing discipleship. We’ve seen tremendous
growth in so many of the students and it’s
exciting to see how God is working in
each of their lives. With so much fellow-
ship happening on its own, we’ve been
focusing more on growth and account-
ability this year. Counselors have been
getting together to lift up the students in
prayer, and the students have also begun
meeting weekly to pray on the phone as
well as on video using Google+.

We had our first girls and guys retreats
this year, which were both very success-
ful. The guys went to Camp Cody in
New Hampshire and the girls went to
Oceanwood Camp and Conference Cen-
ter in Maine. The junior high
students were able to connect
with senior high brothers and
sisters. ~ They worshipped
and learned more about God
alongside one another. We
look forward to having our
second girls’ and guys’ retreats
next year!

During the summer, some
of our 8th graders also par-

ticipated in a short-term youth mission
trip to Lynn, MA. Led by three of our
youth counselors, Stan Chang, Mark Liu,
and Janet Huang, the students served in
various local outreach ministries. In the
next couple of months, we will be say-
ing goodbye to Stan, who has been faith-
fully serving our youth congregation for
the last three years. We’re so thankful
for how God has used him to impact our
students, and we’re excited for him as he
begins a new chapter in his life. Please
continue praying for him as he transitions
to his new ministry.

As we begin another academic year,
we look forward to how God will teach
our students and lead them to grow closer
with Him each day. Please continue lift-
ing up our junior high students in prayer.
May God’s glory continue in all of our

lives!E8

the gospel with her before we left,
and was even able to bring one of our
team members to share with her more
in Chinese. Though she did not accept
Christ, I am still able to keep in touch
with her and pray for her.

These are just some examples of
how I’ve seen God work over the past

year. I hope you would be encouraged
to recognize that God also wants to
use YOU by inviting you to join Him
in His work. Do you see where God
might be at work around you? Do you
sense where God might be inviting you
to join Him in His work? As you go
through your day, [ pray that you would

#r& s  THE POLSE - 12.2012 (L1 == pla

keep your “spiritual radar” up to detect
these moments. As you sense these in-
vitations and are faithful in obedience,
you may find that God will use you in
ways you may have never imagined!
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My name is Eva Yue and I am
humbled to be asked to share my
testimony today in front of many
excellent mothers, grandmothers
and great grandmothers, whose
testimony of faithful persever-
ance, overcoming, and thanks-
giving will bless us all. I have a
strange suspicion that the reason
Pastor Sandy asked me to share
is because my husband and I have four
children (ages 16, 18, 20 and 22). The
opportunity to slip up grows with the ar-
rival of each new child. My testimony,
therefore, is on the lessons I have learned
as an Asian parent.

Motherhood is the most exhilarating
journey that I have ever been on, and af-
ter some 20 years of parenting, I found
that the most important lessons I learned
were those I received while preparing for
my first pregnancy.

Lesson number 1: Have a clear ob-
jective — don’t be easily swayed

When Dick and 1 were expecting
our first baby, Kevin, we decided that it
would be best for our son to come into
this world naturally, non-medicated and
as much as possible, without medical
intervention. Determined to keep our
yet-to-be-born child out of drugs (pun
intended), I found the strength to forego
epidurals when labor became painful.

Likewise, having a clear objective is
essential in motherhood, without which,
it can be like hiking near North Korea
without a map. In parenting our four
children, my objective is two-pronged:
“Lead them to God so they could build
their values upon God’s words; and to
train in them healthy habits.” Because
my mommyism is clear, I am not swayed
by every boasting of the wolf dads or ti-
ger mothers’ success. Because my objec-
tive is based upon my understanding of
God’s truth, I cannot be easily persuaded
by the many passionate arguments my
son Kevin has with me. Instead of having
them watch television, we’d play board
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Eva Yue

games; instead of buying popular gad-
gets and gizmos, we’d go camping (often
in rain and snow); instead of plugging
them into all sorts of extra-curricular
programs so that they could get ahead in
life, I'd plug into their lives and activi-
ties so that God’s love for them could live
in their heads. When they were younger,
I had to learn to talk intelligibly so they
could understand. As they grew older, [
had to learn to listen attentively so they
would talk.

Lesson number 2: Understand con-
tractions and coping with pain

Labor contractions are the periodic
tightening and relaxing of the largest
muscle in a mother’s body. The stretch-
ing of this muscle helps usher the baby
from the womb and into the world. The
irony is, labor pains do not end at birth,
and is second only to growing pains.

When we asked God for four children,
I had no idea to what extent I would be
challenged. God gave us physically ac-
tive, mentally agile, emotional astute and
spiritually acuminous children. Upon
entering high school, our beautiful 2nd
child, Teresa, experienced self-perceived
failure in such an all-encompassing way
that it led her into a whirlwind of emo-
tional downdrafts, and ultimately to an
abyss. It forced me to my knees to plead
with Jesus for mercy and grace. During
these childrearing years, God used my
four children to stress and stretch the
muscles of my heart, mind, spirit and
body so that I can learn to depend solely
on God for grace and hope; strength and
joy; forgiveness and faith; wisdom and
sanity. When the trials become suffocat-
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ing, I would recall our objective
and take comfort in Philippians
1:6: being confident of this, that
he who began a good work in
you (Kevin, Teresa, Emily and
Brian) will carry it on to com-
pletion until the day of Christ
Jesus.” Our God is faithful.
He has lifted Teresa out of her
plight.
Lesson number 3: Take a deep
breath and chill

In labor, breathing deeply is counter-
intuitive, because our natural tendency in
the face of pain is to fight back. However,
proponents of natural birth methods sug-
gest that by breathing deeply, the moth-
er’s body is relaxed, making it easier for
the baby to come out.

In childrearing, breathing deeply
is also vital because it calms down a
mother so she can focus on that which
is important instead of giving in to that
which seems urgent. I learned this lesson
the hard way. As my life became more
complicated and chores more numerous,
the Mean Old MaMa monster came out
of me, terrorized my unsuspecting little
children and my generally genial spouse!
My third child, Emily, got the brunt of it.
Being a naturally type-A child, she was
already hardworking, highly motivated
and introspective. My stressed-out, criti-
cal other self would’ve driven her far, far
away had it not been for the intervention
of the Holy Spirit. Nowadays, when I
am stressed, Emily will put her hands on
my shoulders and say: “Breathe, Mom-
my, take a deep breath!”, and we’ll both
breathe.

Lesson number 4: Teamwork — it
takes a village

When Dick and I were training to-
gether in the delivery of our children, we
became ONE person — intending on the
same purpose. He was my trusted confi-
dante, my sole advocate, my labor coach
and the part of US who first saw and held
each one of our new babies. It takes a

( continue on page 32 )



Trust in the Lord
An Exposition on Isaiah 36 & 37

Stephen Tan

1. Introduction

Today we want to learn a lesson on
“Trust in the Lord.” Trust is almost syn-
onymous to faith. And we know that
“without faith it is impossible to please
God.” (Hebrews 11:6) In this tumultuous
time, our trust in the Lord is put to the
test. Wars and rumors of wars, economic
depression and lay-offs are affecting ev-
erybody. Most of the people, especially
Asian Americans, are living in suspense
and anxiety. It is a sad time and the les-
son on “Trust in the Lord” is of special
significance to us. God who cares for the
lilies on the field and the sparrows in the
air will certainly protect us as the apple
of His eye, if only we will trust Him.

An excellent instruction on trust
comes from the Word of God. Today we
select the text from Chapters 36 and 37
of the Book of Isaiah. Isaiah the prophet
ministered around 739-681 B.C., for a
span of 58 years. His book contains 66
chapters, same as the number of books in
the Bible. (39 in OT and 27 in NT). The
discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls from
the Qumran community who strived in
the second century B.C. verified the au-
thenticity of the Book of Isaiah. The Isa-
iah scroll has been very well preserved
and compares almost word for word
with our existing manuscripts. Several
years ago during my trip to Israel, I vis-
ited the Qumran caves and the museum
where the Dead Sea Scrolls are kept. It
was a wonderful experience for me. The
background for these chapters was the
invasion of Judah by the mighty army
of Assyria. It occurred around 701 B.C.,

during the 14th year of King Hezekiah’s
sole reign in Judah. Sennacherib, king of
Assyria, had swept through many coun-
tries including the northern kingdom of
Israel 21 years earlier. Now this powerful
army stood before Jerusalem, the capital
city of Judah, and was ready to pound on
it. No wonder the hearts of the people in
the city of Jerusalem were melting away
like wax, knowing fully well they were
no match for such a mighty foe. What
should they do? Should they surrender or
rely on the word of Isaiah the prophet of
God, who gave the people assurance of
salvation?

2. Background: The Assyrian At-
tack (Isaiah 36:1)

Many of the strong cities of Judah had
already fallen to the enemy. Could Jeru-
salem of all the cities hold its fort?

3. Verbal Threats of the Assyrians
(Isaiah 36:2-10)

Rabshakeh, the field commander of
the Assyrian army, encamped at a strate-
gic location before the city. King Heze-
kiah sent his prime minister, his secretary
of state and his director of homeland se-
curity (in modern terms) to meet with the
Assyrian field commander. The Assyrian
field commander spoke with boastful lan-
guage. There would be no support at all
for Jerusalem. The king of Egypt could
try to help, but would be of no real harm
to Assyria. Isaiah the prophet had also
previously warned against the alliance
with Egypt. The earlier reforms of King
Hezekiah to remove altars at high places
and to worship the living God alone in
Jerusalem were twisted by the field com-
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mander to mean the abandonment of Ju-
dah’s God. Assyria would provide Judah
with 2000 horses, but Judah would not be
able to find experienced riders to ride on
them, not to mention to fight against the
least captain in the Assyrian army. There
is an old Chinese story which quoted the
enemy commander as saying: “If only
our horsemen will throw their whips
into the Yangtse River, they will stop
the flow of the River and provide a pas-
sage way for our army to cross over it to
launch an attack.” Further, the Assyrian
field commander even lied to the people
of Judah that he was commissioned by
Judah’s God to destroy their land. All
these seemed to be valid arguments. How
should Judah respond?

4. Attempts of the Assyrians to di-
vide the people of Jerusalem against
their king (Isaiah 36:11-20)

Now the senior officers on the side of
Judah pleaded with the field commander
of the Assyrian army to speak to them in
the Syrian language so that only they but
not the people in the city could under-
stand. Instead, the Assyrian field com-
mander spoke even louder in the Hebrew
language, threatening them that they
would feed on human waste with their
leaders if they did not surrender. He tried
to demoralize the people and to divide
them against their leaders. In fact, his-
tory tells us that King Hezekiah had in-
stituted a thorough religious reform and
led the people back to God. Besides, in
preparation for war, he had strengthened
the defense of the city of Jerusalem and
protected the water supply of the city by
building underground tunnels while stop-
ping the water sources outside the city.
In spite of that, Jerusalem was still no
match for such a vast host of the Assyr-
ian army. The Assyrian field commander
again tried to persuade the people of
the city to surrender. They needed only
to offer a tribute to Assyria. They could
still continue to stay in their own land,
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to be carried later into exile to a land
similar to their own. What the Assyrian
field commander did not say was that
they would be brutally treated, strung to-
gether through their noses and lips like
oxen and driven bare-footed with whips
to be slaves in another land, not to men-
tion that their women would be raped
and their children and elderly would be
slain with the sword. The Assyrian field
commander boastfully declared that all
the gods of other nations could not save
the people under their protection. So it
would be no exception with Yahweh the
God of the Jews.

5. Response of the Jewish senior of-
ficers (Isaiah 36:21-22)

The people had been instructed by
King Hezekiah not to answer the Assyr-
ians. Jesus, when he was reviled, also
did not answer His accusers. “He was
oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He
opened not His mouth: He is brought as
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before her shearers is dumb, so He opens
not His mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7) The Jewish
high officers, as a sign of utter grief, tore
their clothes and reported back to King
Hezekiah.

6. King Hezekiah seeking help from
Isaiah the prophet (Isaiah 37:1-7)

King Hezekiah heard the report of his
senior officers. He was in great distress
and mourning. In repentance and utter
humiliation he went into the house of the
Lord. He also sent his prime minister, his
secretary of state, and elders of the priests
covered with sackcloth as a sign of great
distress to Isaiah the prophet. They re-
ported the panic situation to Isaiah and
pleaded with him to pray to the Lord to
save His people. Isaiah assured them that
God would deliver them. The king of As-
syria would flee back to his own land in
panic and be killed there.

If you were in Jerusalem at that time,
would you listen to the prophet’s words,
when your rationale told you that you
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stood no chance at all against such a
mighty foe?

7. Further Threats by the Assyrians
(Isaiah 37:8-13)

The Assyrian field commander was
very crafty. He heard that the king of
Egypt was coming to make war with
Assyria; he quickly sent messengers to
King Hezekiah, trying to subdue him be-
fore any help could come to Jerusalem.
They tried to dissuade Hezekiah from
trusting in his God. They reiterated the
fact that none of the gods of other nations
could stand before the mighty king of
Assyria. Judah would face utter destruc-
tion if it decided to resist Assyria, but
a lenient treatment would be granted if
Judah chose to surrender. This was a se-
vere test of faith. Could King Hezekiah
be equal to it?

8. Hezekiah pleading to the Lord
(Isaiah 37:14-20)

When King Hezekiah received the
letter from the Assyrians, he went into
the house of the Lord and spread it be-
fore the Lord. There is another ancient
Chinese story of a poor widow who
pleaded with Justice Pao to take up her
case by submitting a blank sheet of pa-
per. She got her case straightened out.
How much more can the holy God, the
Creator of heaven and earth, do justice
to His children, when they turn to Him
for salvation? “ If my people, which are
called by my name, shall humble them-
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked way; then will 1
hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land.” (2 Chroni-
cles 7:14) Hezekiah offered up a sincere
prayer of adoration and praise to God. He
entreated the Lord of the universe to hear
and to see for Himself how the Assyrians
had reviled Him. It was true that the gods
of other nations had summarily perished
before the Assyrians, because they were
like bud has made out of mud. They
could hardly save themselves when they
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had to cross a river. The Lord God had to
save Judah this time so that the kingdoms
of the earth would know that He is the
only true God. Hezekiah’s unwavering
trust, faith, and commitment can indeed
be an example for us Christians today!

9. Rebuke of Isaiah to the Assyrians
(Isaiah 37:21-29)

The prayer of Hezekiah had reached
the ears of the Lord and Isaiah the proph-
et as the Lord’s spokesman sent word to
Hezekiah giving the king of Assyria a
strong rebuke. The king of Assyria had
hurled abusive words at the Holy One of
Israel. The king of Assyria had oppressed
many nations and had grown proud be-
yond measure. Now he even dared to
reproach the King of kings and Lord of
lords. Therefore God would subdue him
like an ox. God would put His hook into
his nose and His bridle into his lips and
drive him back by the same way he came.
This strong rebuke to the Assyrians with-
out doubt pacified the people of Judah,
but the Lord reassured His people further
in the following way.

10. Reassurance of Isaiah to the
people of Jerusalem (Isaiah 37:30-32)

The Lord gave the people of Judah a
sign. That is, in the present year and the
next they would eat what grew out of the
field, since they did not have time to cul-
tivate the land. But in the third year they
would be able to sow, plant, reap vine-
yards and enjoy the harvest. There would
certainly be a remnant of the people who
would be protected from the harm’s way.

11. God’s Deliverance of Jerusalem
(Isaiah 37:33-38)

Isaiah further reassured the people
of Judah that the Lord would defend the
city of Jerusalem for His name’s sake
and for the sake of His faithful servant
David. The king of Assyria would not
be allowed to come near to the city to
attack it. He would have to flee back to
his own land in panic. We know that the
word of the Lord will not return void, but



I GLIGH SERMON

Introduction

Nowadays; the ‘Internet has become
an~integral part of our daily lives. We
shop on Amazon.com, search for things
on Google.com, read news on CNN.
com, plan trips using Weather.com, buy
Christian books at Christianbook.com,
pay bills with PayPal.com, etc. Internet
has also become the center of informa-
tion exchange: we upload and download
data; retrieve and deposit information
all the time. Not only does the secular
world utilize Internet extensively, but
God’s church also increasingly depends
on it to accomplish His Mission. As you
know, our church has a website at www.
CBCGB.org. Do you use our website to

Ming Tsai, Kai Chan

find out things about the church or to car-
ry out ministries? Have you visited our
website recently?

Since our website was built in the
90s, Internet technology has advanced
tremendously. To fully utilize the capa-
bilities offered by the new technologies
to enhance our ministries, the Board of
Elders accepted a proposal to revamp
our website by April of this coming year,
2013. “Project Joshua” was therefore
launched. One of the most important
objectives of this project is to design a
unified website that represents the unity
within our church, while also reflecting
its diversity through the variety of minis-
try webpages.

Pl'ﬂlﬂ(:l Joshua
= Our New Website Ministry

Originally, the plan was to hire a con-
tractor for the job, but we decided to take
it up ourselves because we had a team
of talented brothers and sisters who vol-
unteered. We believe DIY will provide
many benefits such as saving cost, bet-
ter communications with users, smooth
transition from design to implementa-
tion, easy maintenance and upgrade in
the future, etc. In addition, we value the
fellowship opportunities among cowork-
ers. At the same time, we realize we may
have to accept the risks of schedule de-
lays and potentially less-than-profession-
al product.

“Project Joshua” has members com-
ing from various groups, including CM

will accomplish its purpose. So it hap-
pened, that night the angel of the Lord
went forth in the camp of the Assyrians
and killed 185,000 of them. Historians
surmise that pestilence might have been
used by God since there were a lot of
mice in that region and there was a lack
of water in the Assyrian camp. Whatever
happened, the Assyrian army fled back
to Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrians.
Their historical record omitted to men-
tion anything about the outcome of their
campaign against Jerusalem, probably
out of shame, although they recorded
down a lot of their victories all the way to
Jerusalem. About 20 years later, the king
of Assyria was murdered by his two sons,

as foretold by Isaiah earlier.
12. Conclusion

We see that the Lord God is in con-
trol of history. During the Second World
War, Hitler’s army was at the doorstep of
Moscow, ready to cross the river. It was
like posing an immense army in New Jer-
sey, ready any time to cross over to New
York. The major western newspapers
at that time already predicted the fall of
Moscow within a week. The people of
Moscow were in great panic. They broke
open the doors of churches in order to
pray. The churches were previously
closed down by Stalin. But now Stalin
was helpless and took no measure to pre-
vent the citizens of Russia from entering
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the churches. It was during this time that
there was a sudden change of weather in
Russia. The temperature dropped to mi-
nus 40 degrees Celsius, equivalent also
to minus 40 degrees Fahrenheit. Most
of the German soldiers were frozen to
death or at least rendered powerless for
combat. The planes could not fly because
the fuels were frozen too. This was the
turning point of the War and world his-
tory. Today, the evil forces of terrorism
are threatening the peace of the civilized
world. They are advised to learn from
history, or better said, from His story.

Edited by: Nate Lowe.
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(Kai Chan, Ligong Xu, Cary Shao, Kev-
in Chien, Luo Yan, Yi Zhang, Yingyuan
Zhang, Sean Wung, Yu Qi, Xuli Sung,
Mangqiu Yang), EM (Mable Wong, Kers-
ing Huang, Joshua Chang), Youth (Chris
Lo), COM (He Dong), and MS (Rick
Yang). This team truly reflects the de-
sign concept of our website: “diversity
within unity.” They have been working
together diligently and harmoniously.
We praise the Lord for this team!

Our Goals and our teams

On the outside, the goal is to have
a “modern looking” website. To fulfill
this, a lot of behind-the-scenes technical
and human goals have to be set and met.

Technical goals are division of labor.

First, the website must be able to be
maintained by non-technical staff. If
pastoral staff and our brothers and sisters
who use the site on a daily basis cannot
post and update the site without techni-
cal support, then the website’s content
will slowly and surely fall out-of-date.
Regular use of the website will inevitably
dwindle and we will eventually be back
to square one.

To this end, we need a Content Man-
agement System (CMS). It automates
the posting and expiration of content.
Authorized users can post event an-
nouncements, sermon outlines, videos,
and audios by simply “filling in a form.”
And the arrangement and presentation
of the content will be done through the
CMS. Our CMS team is the largest and
most important team.

Second, we want the website to serve
both visitors and members. For visitors,
the site must be easy to use with answers
to important questions like “What time is
the worship?”, “Will there be childcare?”
or “How do we get there?” just one or
two clicks away. More importantly, we
want visitors to have the impression of
“diversity” and “unity” — this is the chal-
lenge put to our user interface and graph-
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ics arts team.

For our members, we want this site
to be an open communication forum. For
example, we plan to provide our Children
Sunday School teachers with a capacity
to post class notes for their students so
that parents can check the progress of
their children’s scripture memorization.
Since personal data is involved, security
needs to be set up. This will be the work
of our database and security team.

We also realize that our church’s
digital presence extends beyond just the
website. So we will also want to inte-
grate multimedia production and social
media. Sermon video and social media
integration are the last two teams.

Human goals

Beyond the technical goals, we want
our team of volunteers to reflect our lov-
ing fellowship as brothers and sisters. We
welcome every brother and sister to join
any team he or she might be interested
in — regardless of technical background
and skill level. We want our volunteers
to not only give their time, but also help
each other along in developing our pro-
fessional skills and to share our technical
expertise amongst the team.

Along the way, we will also update
our pastoral staff on the new technology,
so that what we do will actually save
them time instead of burdening our al-
ready busy pastoral staff.

Schedules
(phase 1 and phase 2)

“Project Joshua” will be carried out
in at least two phases. Phase I includes
the “public” side of our website. It will

cover most of our current content with
the new “look and feel”. We are trying to
ensure the new look and feel is consistent
throughout the range of ministries of our
church. We anticipate Phase I to be ready
for testing by December.

Phase 2 will be “the members only”
segment of the website. It will allow our
members to log into the site and access
materials specific to the groups that they
belong to. It will also allow members to
post comments or submit registrations to
classes and special events.

What is ahead?

Digital technology has immensely
impacted the world. Our church can-
not afford to have an inadequate digital
presence. Our website is the beginning
to building a digital presence, but our
true digital identity is a lot more than our
website. The new online world no longer
focuses on content, but on community.

Our church needs to be good at build-
ing a community — real or virtual. We are
so much more than a group of individuals
who gather in a building every Sunday
morning to listen to a sermon. We are a
loving community that loves each other,
cares for each other, and prays for each
other.

“Project Joshua” is not a project that
involves only the web development
team. The success of “Project Joshua”
depends on every member of our church
caring about our church and each other:
talking to each other — online or in real
life; sharing with each other — online or
in real life. The new website is only a
tool; our willingness to care and commu-
nicate is the real power. g8
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